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the leading incident, not 
its immediate and intrinsic importance as in 
its effect as a stimulus to library ad 
vance in the Pacific 
the broader national 
Association itself Only twice 
in the years of its existence has 
the Association held its 


annual meeting west of the Mississippi River ; 


thirty 
American Library 


the 1905 conference, with its transcontinentat 
journey for nearly two hundred Eastern dele- 


Alaska the 
and its flying visit to California, 


gates, its wonder trips to and 
Yellowstone, 
has brought new interests and new activities 
and makes it evident 
that the West and the Pacific Coast are hence- 


forth to be counted upon for a fairer propor- 


into the Association 


tion of conference meeting places. In its 
immediate activities the Association has ex- 
tended its work; the A. L. A. Booklist, after 
a year’s existence, has proved its usefulness, 
has added distri- 


buted free to all members; plans for the es- 


new features, and is now 


tablishment of a central office have been 
framed more or less explicitly; and efforts 
have been continued through the assistant 
secretary to secure maintenance funds for the 
projected headquarters lhe membership or 
the Association has been considerably in 

creased, and it is probable that the next con 
ference, which 1 be eld at nmei 
resort near the center of Eastern library ac- 
tivities, will bring out an attendance unpre 


cedente 


din A, L. A. record 


DrEVELOPMENT of librar ul SCV 
eral states has | 1 notable h commis 
sions ation 1 « of in 
structior ry League f Library Commis 
sions has ¢ 1 greater t nd strength 
to the ] f the n) nd 
its closer. re ons th h Publishing 


Board of the A. L. A. has had a most 


useful influence. State and interstate meet 
ings continue to increase in frequency and 
at the same time in attendance Che joint 
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Northwest and to 


development of the 


’ ] tal 

1 d 1 W 

n Wa Oregon e bright a 
guries f t fut In the S$ 1 library 
development has been particularly marked 
rhe opening of the Southern Library School 
in the Carnegie Library of Atlanta meets a 
well defined need and must materially raise 
standards of library ethciency lhe Flo ida 
Library Association, formed several years 


ago by members of the Southern Educational 
Association, gives promise of more independ 
and Virginia adds to the chain 


ent activity; 


of state library associations an organization 


differing somewhat from its sister bodies in 


its close relation to the state library 


Markep evidence of this Southern library 
advance 


was given at the recent interstate 
meeting arranged by the Georgia Library 
Association. Ten Southern states were repr: 


sented, six of them by officers of their state 


library associations, and from all came re 
ports of new libraries and of efforts towa 
improved conditions and equipment D 
sion centered upon the proj on offers 
by the Tenne Libr \ 1 for t 
organization fas Lib \ 
tion, \ 1 the t le 

h ac n ( 
s t hye ‘ } ' 
garded ( t 

, f 
iS sp f 1 ' 
| ry y deve t t 
t ce} w that y 
tions, \ n | 
other and with t 
the most ¢ e syst ' 
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b the be y | t ! 
nd dy t b ft its 
( n tate t rst ec 1 
] for | t ( ot é 
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ians of neighboring states; while the Ameri- 
can Library Association conferences give the 
widest fellowship and lead to a broader view 
of library problems and conditions. A series 
of sectional associations — Northern, West- 
en, Southern, Southwestern, the names might 
be multiplied indefinitely — seems to offer no 
broader opportunities than are afforded al- 
ready, while it would divert from the state as- 
sociations time, energy, and interest that could 
be ill spared from state work. The adoption by 
the Southern librarians of a resolution look- 
ing toward the holding of the national con 
ference in Asheville in 1907 has on this account 
special importance, as it indicates the most 
effective means of strengthening the bonds 
of fellowship and sympathy between the A 
L. A. and the Southern state associations — 
nearly all of which have been organized since 
the Atlanta Conference of 1899 —and of giv- 
ing to the national body the stimulus and ex- 
ample of Southern enthusiasm and library 


spirit 


In its personal record the year was marked 
by the retirement of Mr. Dewey from the 
headship of the New York State Library, 
and the appointment as his successor of Mr. 
Edwin H, Anderson. Just a year ago the 
JOURNAL chronicled the retirement of Mr, An- 
derson from the Carnegie Library of Pitts- 
burgh, which he had administered with high 
efficiency from its organization nearly ten 
years before. It was then believed that his 
connection with the library world had been 
permanently given up, and it must be cause 
for sincere satisfaction to all who have library 
interests at heart that he has been prevailed 
upon to return to his chosen field in a post 
where his capacities and abilities should find 
ample opportunity. With Mr. Anderson as 
head of the state library and director of the 
library school, and Mr. Wyer as his able 
lieutenant, fears for the future of the school 
should be set at rest, and it will be felt that 
the library interests of New York state — 
which to a marked degree affect the library 
interests of the entire country —are in safe 
hands. The New York appointments em- 
phasize again the wisdom of making profes- 
sional fitness an essential requirement in li- 
brary appointments. Examples to the con- 
trary have not been wanting, notably in the 
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case of Los Angeles, where the library has re- 
ceived unenviable notoriety during the year 
owing to the summary removal of the li 
brarian; and, in somewhat different fashion, 
in the little city of Owatonna, Minnesota, 
which has given the interesting example of 
an entire community demanding the retention 
in office of a librarian displaced for insuffi- 
cient reasons and in direct opposition to the 


expressed desire of the public 


THERE were no remarkable additions to h 
brary literature during the year. Courtney’s 
“Register of national bibliography ;” the sec 
ond volume of Evans’ “American bibliogra 
phy;” the beautiful catalog of the Hubbard 
collection, issued by the Library of Congress; 
the bibliography of “Writings on American 


history,” brought out by the Carnegie Insti- 


tution; and the third part of the bibliography 
of “State publications,” covering the Western 
states and territories, stand among the bibli- 
ographical publications of first importance. 
In the more general field, the Chicago Library 
Club has made a useful contribution to local 
library history in its handbook of Chicago 
libraries; the pamphlet “Leather for libra 
ries,” issued by the Library Association of the 
United Kingdom, contains information 
practical value; and the A. L. A. Publishing 


£ 
i 


Board is represented by two extremely useful 
little manuals—on “Cataloging for small 
libraries,” by Miss Hitchler, and on “Essen- 
tials of library administration,’ by Miss 
Stearns. The Cumulative Book Review Di- 
gest was started, as an ingenious periodi- 
cal presentation of current book reviews, in- 
tended to aid librarians in book selection; 
the “Readers’ guide to periodical literature” 
appeared in a five-yearly cumulated volume, 
covering less material than the five-yearly 
Poole but in more effective index form; 
While the Library Index appeared in an ex- 
perimental form, as a monthly and quarterly 
continuation of the Poole series. The Li- 
brary of Congress cards are still to be counted 
as the most important enterprise in current 
bibliography; and Mr. Putnam’s last report 
shows that this undertaking has now passed 
the experimental stage and has justified its 
permanent maintenance as a national service 
to the libraries of the country. 
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REFERENCE BOOKS OF 1905: BEING THE THIRD SUPPLEMENT TO THI 
A. L. A. “GUIDE TO REFERENCE BOOKS” 

By Atice B. Kroecer, Drerel titute ’ 

[HE year’s publications in reference books st-Of A] 1 dictionary,” by Ex 
include a number of new editions of old rd St. J N. Y., Grafton Press, 1905 
standard works, more or less thoroughly re- 25 y | but conv nt hand 
vised — some of which are omitted owing to book, giving phabetic order inform i 
the slight revision of their contents — several n reg to {| rate Ws d regula 

important contributions in the line of indexes _ tions 
to periodicals and public documents, and sev Commer: Lhe | 1 tr ve k 
eral important bibliographical works, besides for 1905 (1 y, 1905, 1 y 
many small general reference works of more ers the 25 ye from 1880 1904. It vs 
or less importance. A series of reference the course of British and inter le 
books published in England by Routledge by giving yearly averages dur each su 
(N. Y., Dutton) under the general title of cessive decade. Chiefly of Brit 
“Miniature reference library” has been isi statistics 
omitted, as the volumes are of very small “Philips’ mercantile marine (Lond., 
size (64°), which would make it impractica- Philip; N. Y., H ’ l, 1904, ¢ ‘ 
ble to shelve them in a reference department. work of much value in a reference dey 
They belong rather to the student’s desk. ment. It 1 series of 30 fine plate lich 

he subjects covered by this series are those contain over 100 charts and plans, with t ; 
about which there are many inquiries. These of &600 distance etween ports, ; 
can generally be found in other and larger house fla; s of British and U. S 
works sulates and an index of 20,000 ports, of use 

ENCYCLOPEDIAS to merchant shippers, exporters, ocean trav 
“Collier’s self-indexing annual, 1905” (N. ellers, etc 


Y., Collier, 1905, $5), is the first issue of 
what appears to be a useful reference book 
The discontinuance of Appleton’s “Annuai” 
and the makes the 
The 


features. 


“International year-book” 
illustra- 
The 
events of the year in politics, economics, sci- 


new annual doubly welcome. 


tions are of its chief 


one 
ence, arts, sports, education, etc., are set forth 
in an interesting way. The arrangement is 
alphabetic and there is at the beginning an ex- 
cellent sketch of the year 1904. 
THEOLOGY 

“The blue book of missions for 1905,” ed- 
ited by Rev. H. O. Dwight (N. Y., Funk. 
1905, $1), gives the most statistics 
and facts regarding missions and missionary 
societies. 


recent 


SOCIOLOGY 


Census.—Two special reports have been is- 
sued by the Census Office. They are: Street 
and electric railways, 1902, Mines and quar- 
ries, 1902 (Wash., 1905, 2 vols.), and Central 
electric light and power stations, 1902 (Wash., 
1905). 


Customs McCurdy’s “Holidays; a bib 


liography of articles relating to holidays,” is 


a useful list 


fey ] 
reterences 


of including mention 
of lists contained in library bulletins and 
special lists, published in the Bulletin of 
Bibliography, vol. 4, Oct., 1904-July, 1905. 
A small edition of a reprint of this list was 
published, but is now out of print. As the 
Bulletin of Bibliography is to be found in 
most libraries the list will prove helpful to 
many seekers after material on the lidays 
PHILOLOGY 

Wright's English dialect dictionary” 
(Lond., Frowde, 1898-1905, 6 v ), has been 
completed. The last volume contains a bib 
liography and a supplement 

The publishers of Grimm Deutsches 
wérterbuch,” which has been ne very 
irregularly and at long intervals, have this 
year brought out volume 10, part one 

Fernald’s “Connectives of English speech” 
(N. Y., Funk, 1904, $1.50), deals with the 


correct usage of preposition junctions, 


relative pronouns and adverb 































Loring’s “The rhymers’ lexicon” (Lond., 
Routledge; N. Y., Dutton, 1905, $2.50, 7s 
6d.), is a work similar in purpose to the 
well-known Walker’s “Rhyming dictionary.” 
The words are grouped according to the ac- 
cented vowel sound 

Farmer and Henley’s authoritative work. 
“Slang and its analogues,” which was com- 
pleted in 1904, has been condensed by the 
compilers into one volume, entitled “A dic- 
tionary of slang and colloquial English” 
(Lond, Routledge; N. Y., Dutton, 1905, 7s. 
6d., $2.50). It is the best one-volume work 
on slang. 

SCIENCE 

Natural history»—Champlin’s “Young folks’ 
cyclopedia of natural history” (N. Y., Holt, 
1905, $2.50), is uniform with the other Cham- 
plin “Young folks’ cyclopedias,” and is val- 
uable in a general reference library for th: 
convenience of arrangement. The cyclope- 
dia covers the entire animal kingdom in an 
elementary manner, the articles being put 
under the popular nomenclature. It is illus- 
trated. 
USEFUL ARTS. 


The eighth revision of the “Pharmaco- 
peia of the United States” is issued by the 
United States pharmacopeeial convention of 
1900 (Phil., Blakiston, agents, 1905, $2.50). 

Military and Naval.—Wisser & Gauss’ 
“Military and naval dictionary” (N. Y., Ham- 
ersly, 1905, 50c.), is a condensed manua! of 
modern military and naval terms. 

Sports —The “Sportsman’s year book for 
1905” (Lond., Newnes, 1905, $1.25), contains 
the record for the year in regard to horse-rac- 
ing. cricket, foot-ball, motor racing, motor 
boating, polo, lawn-tennis, croquet, hockey, la- 
crosse, amateur athletics, rowing, coursing, 
cycle racing, and yacht racing. English sports 
only are recorded, so that the book is of lim- 
ited use in American libraries here is a 
large portion of the volume devoted to biog- 
raphies of well-known English sportsmen and 
sportswomen 

FINE ARTS 


One of the most important reference books 
of the year is “The Royal Academy of Arts; 
a complete dictionary of contributors and 
their work, from its foundation in 1769 to 
1904,” compiled by Algernon Graves (Lond., 
Graves; N. Y., Macmillan, 1905, $11 net per 
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vol.), of which volumes 1, 2 and 3 are ready 
The work will be completed in 12 volumes. 
It gives names of artists, their addresses, 
states whether the artist is painter, sculptor, 
etc., and gives a list of exhibits arranged by 
dates. The Nation says of it: “an admirable 
labor, generously executed.” 

rhe Library of Congress has added to its 
other important publications a “Catalog of the 
Gardiner Greene Hubbard collection of en- 
gravings, compiled by A. J. Parsons” (Wash., 
Gov. Print, Office, 1905), which is of value 
in a reference library for the biographical 
and bibliographical notes, as well as for the 
dates and schools of the engravers 


LITERATURE 


Allusions —Bombaugh’s “Facts and fancies 
for the curious” (Phil., Lippincott, 1905, 
$3 net), is a work similar to his “Gleanings 
for the curious” (issued in 1890), and con- 
tains a great deal of miscellaneous informa- 
tion frequently required in reference depart- 
ments to answer unimportant queries. 

Quotations.—Gray’s “Toasts and tributes” 
(N. Y., Rohde & Haskins, 1904, $1.25), “is 
intended to deal with the social and domestic 
relations of life.” A subject and title index 
and an author index add to its usefulness. 

Latham’s “Famous sayings and their au- 
thors” (Lond., Sonnenschein; N. Y., Dutton, 
1904, $2), is a collection of historical sayings 
in English, French, German, Greek, Italian, 
and Latin, and includes dying words, bon 
mots, etc. 

Fiction —The Free Public Library of New- 
ark, N. J., has issued a useful list bearing the 
title “A thousand of the best novels” (New- 
ark, 1904). 

Concordances.—An important work is 
Sheldon & White’s “Concordanza dell: opere 
italiane in prosa e del canzoniere di Dante 
Alighieri” (Oxf. University Press, 1905, $12). 
It will not be needed in the small public li- 
brary, however 

HISTORY 


A new revised edition of Chevalier’s im- 
portant “Répertoire des sources historiques 
du moyen Age; bio-bibliographie” (Paris, 
Picard, 1905), has been begun, four parts 
(A-I) having been issued during the year. 

Harbottle’s “Dictionary of battles” (Lond., 
Sonnenschein; N. Y., Dutton, 1905, 7s. 6d.; 


[January, 1906 












é 


7 ati AE teas Ot ae 





er 2 


rie Oe RCO Se eS 




















January, 1906] 






$2.00), is brought down to the present time, 
4 : c : 
| including some mention of battles of the 
Russo-Japanese war. Of course, there are 


some imaccuracies and om but it is 


issions, 
nevertheless a heipful compendium 

United States That 
tion entitled Townsend’s “U. S., an 
United States,” 


print. It is now re-issued with cl 


very usefu! compila- 
index to 
the out ot 


s under 


' the title “Handbook of United States political 
history for readers and _ students (Bo 
Lothrop, 1905, $1.60 n.) 1 is brought down 
j to date Every public library should own a 
. : ’ ’ 1 
copy of this vookK If it i Igindl 
“us 
GEOGRAPHY 
The United States Geological Survey bul- 
letins contain many numbers which are val- 
: uable as reference books. Bulletin no. 258 


is on “The origin of certain place names 2 


the United States” (2d ed. Wash., 1905, 
free), by Henry Ganneit 
A work that has long needed revision is 


“Lippincott’s gazetteer.” The new edition 
title 
edited by Angelo Heilprin and Louis 


( Phil., 


bearing the “Lippincott’s new 


gazetteer, 
Heil 
prin” Lippincott, 1906, $10 sheep), is 


a thorough alteration of the old work which 


tte 


for so many years bore the name of Joseph 





: Thomas as editor. Many new place names 
: . A 
; have been included and the information has 
; been brought down to date It is a necessary 
: addition to the reference collection in ic 
libraries 

BIOGRAPHY 

German.—A German “Who's who” bears 
the title “Wer ist’s? unsere zeitgenossen” and 
' is by H. A. L. Degener (Lpz., Degener, 1905, 
9.50 m.) Names of prominent persons of 
other countries are included as tn the Eng- 
| lish “Who’s who,” but this is unimportant 
: compared with the German portion There 
is a collection of about 2600 German and 


Austrian pseudonyms. 
American.—‘The book of Chicagoans,” by 
J. W (Chic., Marquis, 1905, $8.50), 


is a biographical dictionary of leading living 


Leonard 


men of Chicago modelled after “Who’s who in 
America.” 
Spectal classes: Artists —‘“The Artists’ year 
book for 1905-06” compiled 
A. N. Hosking (Chic., Art League Pub. As- 


soc., 1905, $2.50), is the first issue of a refer- 


and edited by 
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ence book in which may be found brief facts 


regarding 2500 living artists presented in 


~ 


much the same way as those given in “Who’s 





whe 

Luthor A new edition (tl fiitth) of 
\dams’ “D nary of American hors 
(Bost., Houg 1, 1905, $3.50), « uns 2 
ipplement of 146 pages, including re than 
2800 l 1 ‘ Ch s al t 1300 
I e nal 1 eme tl jth 
en 

us \ t pt ‘ t ab t 
50 pages f Baker | 
graphic (N. ¥ 
ocn eT IQOS5, 2 1 

S Dunbar ) f tly 

men” (Lond. Be N \ Macm n 
1905, 2 vé $8), « t f 1 ke d 
< icernin Cat ( nen 

PERIODICAL INDEX ] 


The Library Index to Pertodicals and Cus 
rent Events is the new monthly periodical in 
dex(N. Y. Publication office, 1905,$3 per y« 


of which the first number 


appeared in Janu 
ary, 1905. It is 


index to 40 peri 


index to the dates of principal events, const 
tuting an index to daily newspapers he 


quarterly cumulation which 1s, 


however, issued separately (with the 


index has a 
monthly 


index $2 separately $3 per year 


ming year 1s to include 


these quarterly cumulations with the subscrip 


he first ipplement t Abridged 
Pool index” (Bost., Houghton, 1905, $5/, 
covers the nt ol 37 pet dica tor hive 
years, 1900-04 

The first volume of the five-yearly “Read 


er’s guide to periodical literature’ 


polis, Wilson, 1905, $15), is a consolidation of 
ive Index and the 
and includes the years 1900-1904. Sixty 
very fully under au 


> 
Book reviews aré¢ 


the Cumulat Reader's Guide 


even 


periodicals are indexed 


} 


thors, titles and subjects 


indexed and mention is made of maps, po 

1 ‘ P svart 
traits, and illustrations A very igh 
index 


“Briefs on publ juest n 
Y., Long- 


Ringwalt’s 


selected lists of references” (N 
seri ot argumenta- 


f the 


mans, 1905, $1.20), is a 


tive briefs and lists of references on 25 « 


most important questions of to day, including 
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political, economic and sociological subjects. 
This volume does not duplicate altogether 
the subjects in “Briefs for debate,” by Brook- 
ings and Ringwalt (1897), and is much more 
recent. 
SOCIETIES 

A new edition of the Smithsonian Institu- 
tion “International exchange list” is corrected 
to September, 1903 (Wash., Smithsonian In- 
stitution, 1904). 


GOVERNMENT DOCUMENTS 
United States —The Free Library of Phil- 
adelphia has issued a “Selected list of United 


States public documents specially useful in a 


small library,” prepared by W. R. Reinick 
(Bulletin, no. 6), which is arranged unde- 
subjects 

A second edition of Wyer’s “U. S. Gov- 
ernment documents in small libraries” (Mad- 
ison, Wisconsin Free Library Commission, 
1905, I5c.), is revised and enlarged. The notes 
and explanations make this a more helpful 
list for the small library than the preceding 

The toth “Consolidated index” of U. §. 
documents, which appears under the title “In- 
dex to the subjects of the documents and re- 
ports and to the committees, senators and rep- 
resentatives presenting them, with tables cf 
the same in numerical order,” is for the 58th 
Congress, 1st and 2d sess., Nov. 9, 1903-Apri! 
28, 1904 (Wash., 1905). 

sulletin no. 22 of the U. S. Geological Sur- 
vey is a “Catalogue and index of the publica- 
tions of the Hayden, King, Powell and 
Wheeler survey,” by L. F. Schmeckebeier 
(Wash., 1904) 

One of the most important of the many 
valuable catalogs of the Documents Office is 
its “Bibliography of United States public 
documents, Department list, no. 1,” which is 
a “List of publications of the Agriculture 
Department, 1862-1902, with analytical index” 
(Wash., 1904). It is not only an analytica! 
index, but also a check list of the publica- 
tions of this department. Reviewed in Lt- 
BRARY JOURNAL 30:53 

John G. Ames, of the Department of the 
Interior, has issued a new “Comprehensive 
index to the publications of the United States 
Government, 1881-1893" (Wash., 1905, 2 vols., 
free), which fills the gap in the series of cata- 
logs of government documents between 
Poore’s “Descriptive catalogue” (to 1881), 
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and the first volume of the serfes of “Docu- 
ments catalogs,” issued by the Documents 
Office. It is arranged in the same manner as 
the compiler’s former “Comprehensive index, 
1889-1893” (described in the “Guide to refer- 
ence books,” p. 62), which is included in this 
new volume, the manner of index ag being 
different from that of the “Document cata- 
log.” 
BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Early literature and incunabula.—The se:- 
ond volume of Pellechet’s “Catalogue général 
des incunables des bibliothéques publiques de 
France” (Paris, Picard, 1905), has been pub- 
lished. The first volume appeared in 1897. 


NATIONAL AND TRADE 


English—The second volume of Arber’s 
“Term catalogues, 1668-1709 A.D.” (Lond., 
Arber; N. Y., Dodd, agents, 1905, $70 for set 
of 3 vols.), has been issued; the first volume 
appeared in 1903. This is “a contemporary 
bibliography of English literature in the reign 
of Charles II., James II., William and Mary, 
and Anne, edited from the very rare quarterly 
lists of new books issued by the booksellers of 
London.” It is of great importance to bibliog- 
raphers. 

American.—The “American catalog, 1900- 
too5” (N. Y., Office of the Publishers’ 
Weekly, 1905, $7.50), differs in size and ar- 
rangement from the previous volumes of this 
important series of trade bibliographies, In- 
stead of, as formerly, appearing in two parts, 
author-title and subject, this latest volume in- 
cludes authors, titles, subjects and series in 
one alphabet. It is made up from the en- 
tries of the monthly cumulated lists of the 
Publishers’ Weekly. Titles are briefer than 
those in the earlier series. 

A second or supplementary volume contains 
the full title entries with annotations given 
in the weekly record of the Publishers’ 
Weekly during the years 1900, ’or, ’02, ’03, ’04 
in five alphabets ($12 for both volumes, $7.50 
for each separately). The supplementary vol- 
ume is very useful for the annotations, but 
would have been easier to consult if there had 
been only one alphabet 

The second volume of Evans’ “American 
bibliography” (Chic., privately printed for the 
author by the Blakesley Press, 1904), covers 
the period from 1730 to 1750. 

Livingston’s “Auction prices of books” 
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(N. Y., Dodd, 1905, 4 vols., $40), the 4 veol- 
umes of which have been published at inter- 
vals during the year, is a model of promptness 
in publication. Its aim is to include every 
important book in the English “Book-prices 
current,” the “American book-prices current,” 
and other sales catalogs. The arrangement is 
alphabetic and the price, binding, name of 
sale, or auctioneer, date of sale, etc., are 
specified. Records of several sales are given 
for many of the books 

“Price’s catalogue of paper-cove red books,” 
by Warren E. Price (N. Y., Publisher and 
Retailer, 1905, $5), is a title-author-subject 
list, locating edition, publisher, and price of 


any obtainable paper-bound book 


BIBLIOGRAPHY OF BIBLIOGRAPHY 


Courtney’s “Register of national biblio- 


graphy” (Lond., Constable, 1905, 2 vols., 31s 
6d.) has a somewhat misleading title. It is 
rather a bibliography of bibliography, con- 
taining an alphabetic subject list of bibliogra- 
phies published in England and other coun- 
tries There are no notes. Reviewed at 


length in LiprArRY JOURNAL, 30:426-428 


SPECIAL SUBJECTS 


The John Crerar Library, Chicago, has pub- 
lished a “List of cyclopadias and dictionaries 
with a list of directories” (Chic., 1904, 30c.), 
including books in that library, which is lim 


ited in its scope to the social, physical and 


natural sciences. There is an index of sub- 
jects, titles, names of persons, institutions and 
places 

The Library of Congress bibliographies for 
the year include a list of references on the 
United States consular service, a select list 
of references on impeachment, the Kohl] col- 
lection of maps relating to America, the Ben- 


jamin Franklin papers 


BOOK SELECTION 


The first number of the A. L. A. Booklist 
L. A. Publish- 


ing Board, Soc. per year, monthly except June, 


appeared in January, 1905 (A 


July, August, September) Chis list is de 
signed to assist librarians in selecting and 
buying current books. Brief descriptive and 


critical motes are given, also prices of books 


THE LIBRARY 


JOURNAL 





A selection is made for small and medium- 
sized libraries The later numbers con- 
tain brief selected subject bibliog iphies 

The Cumulative Book Review Digest (Min 
neapolis, H. W. Wilson Co., $5 per year) the 
first number of which was issued in March, 
1905, is a digest of reviews from 44 periodi- 
cals [he cumulation is monthly and the 
December number will be a full cumulation 
for the year The trend of each review is 
indicated by the signs + and — for favorable 
and untavorable 

The League of Library Commissions has 1s 
sued a “Suggestive list of books for a small 
library.” Part 1, “Books for adults,” which 
is compiled by the Wisconsin Free Library 
Commission (Madison, Wis., Free Library 


' 


Commission, 1905), includes 1200 titles 


CHILDREN’S READING 


The “Annotated catalogue of books used 
in the home libraries and reading clubs con 
ducted by the c 
Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh” (Pittsburgh, 


1 


dren's department of the 
+ aae 


Carnegie Library, 1905, 25c.), is a useful sub 


+} 


ject list of books for boys and girls, with a 
list of books for the younger children. There 


is an author and title index. The selection 
popular in character. 


LIBRARY CATALOGS 


[he eighth volume of the “Second cata 
logue” of the Peabody Institute Library (Balt., 
1905) completes the alphabet 


+1 


The last volume of the supplement to the 


“Catalogue of printed books in the British 


Museum” has been issued, thus bringing 
Sof 


down to 1900 this remarkable author catalog, 


a monumental bibliography 


SPECIAL COLLECTIONS 


The “Annual report of the American H 
torical Association for 1904” (Wash. Gov 


ernment Printing Office, 1905), pp. 651-696, 


contains a valuable “Report 1 the < ex 

tions of material in English and [uropean 
history and b liary field n tl raries 
of the United States,” by W. H. Siebert, 
which should prove useful for locating the 
best collection ilong tl e lines Thi nas 


' , 
also been 1s Ca as a C} 
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BLIND* 


rincipal Pennsylvania Institution for the Instruction of the Blind, 


Overbrook 


WHEN in 1899 I was preparing a paper on 
“Libraries for the blind,” for an audience of 
librarians supposedly ignorant of the sub- 
ject,+ 1 found it easy to write; but now when 
I come to address those who are conversant 
with the matter I find my pencil much less 
ready 

When the blind boy Leseur, Valentin 
Haiiy’s first pupil, ran to his master with a 
piece of paper on which the letter “o” had 
been accidentally embossed crying, “Sir, I 
can feel it; it is the letter ‘o,’” then was put 
into the master mind of that great man the 
idea he had been groping for during thirteen 
years: how to give the blind matter they 
could read themselves. From that day in 
1784 the real education of the blind dates. 
Dr. Howe, too, in Boston, and Mr. Fried- 
lander in Philadelphia, fifty years later, 
founded their little schools upon tangible 
print. In the days when pupils were con- 
stantly exhibited to raise money, that which 
accomplished more than any amount of talk- 
ing and writing about the needs of the sight- 
less was their reading with their fingers 
The education of the blind, then, was made 
possible by the invention of tangible -print 
and was spread through its instrumentality. 

Since those days the printing presses have 
never rested. Nowhere else in the world are 
the blind so well provided with embossed 
books as in this country. Do you realize that 
the American Printing House for the Blind at 
Louisville has in its store rooms and vaults to- 
day 2407 boxes of stereotyped plates; that it 
has on hand 3500 volumes of unbound books, 
and 1000 pamphlets; that it lists for sale 937 
titles, which, with other American printing 
offices listing 386, makes in all 1323 different 
books and pamphlets obtainable from em- 
bossed plates and so capable of indefinite 
multiplication? How many of these books 


* Read before a Convention of Workers for the 
Blind, Saginaw, Mich., Aug. 24, 1905. 

t Read before Atlantic City library meeting, March 
18, 1899 (L. J., 24:162), and published by the Penn- 
sylvania Library Club as Occasional paper no. 9, 
July, 1899. 


may be found distributed in our 39 schools, 
12 employment institutions, and 40 public and 
other libraries, and in private families I have 


l 


no way of knowing, but I do not deem 110,000 


too large an estimate of their number.* 
[his really large array of books was man 
ufactured either for or by the schools whose 


function is the education of the blind of 


school age. School children must have 
books; modern education is based upon the 
abili to read There are text bocks for 





study; there are books for collateral reading; 
then there are books for relaxation and 
amusement, and others again for exhorta- 
tion and contemplation. Reading in all these 


classes the schools have 


upplied as fast as 
practicable. Though the reading habit is de 
sirable for everybody, it is particularly so for 
any who are at all shut in. Those who can- 
not see are necessarily shut in, and no effort 
should be spared which will incite them to 
read much. There is nothing so broadening, 
so correcting, so fortifying, nay, so saving 
For school pupils I have proved to my own 
satisfaction that, given a type easily felt and 
well printed, books in variety and of such 
kind as young people want, together with the 
artificial spurs of keeping up an interest in 
the library and of a few compulsory reading 
periods, 100 per cent. can be made to read 
with pleasure to themselves. But outside the 
schools where 15-16ths of the blind are— 
how are we to approach adequate library use 
there? This is another story and far more 
difficult of realization. The _ institutions, 
though they have long been lending books to 
former pupils and to others who ask for 
them, are not any longer considered the only 
or even the best distribution centers, for de- 
partments for the blind in connection with 
public libraries to the number of forty are 
already in more or less active existence. 
Enthusiastic librarians are in charge of them 
and no stone is left unturned to extend their 





* The Report of the U. S. Commissioner of Educa. 
tion for 1902 gives 105,804 in the libraries of the 
schools alone. 
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usefulness 





Naturally, 
the free mailing concession, that w 
formerly the chief bar to circulation, the 


problem of book transportation, has been 
s lved There are even now b ks enough 
obtainable to increase this work a hundred 
fold, and their variety is already <« erable 
People who make pub clamor of the pov 
erty of embossed lit re « x w what 
the re talking t Ye you may sav, 

t most of é xt | ks.” 


bove eferred t 057 vy t quart 

t re what in d 1 t ) ed 

general literature vhich th lenart 

ments If t b d ! I } t , 
vi 1 A y to the 


these librari diy y end Jur 
30, 1905 pent there $1850.64 for 
While this is 1 ri till it ( i¢ the 
wth of tl ven Phere eT 
dications vitl n it ve I 
| t l a 
n Atla ( N J V é 
‘ ithly organ Pr Cs ft \y ] 
4, there f 15 pas I 
erat for the blin luding d 1 
nts of the worl | t fem 
I ed b Ss in ¢ with publ 
es In the cditorial w h folle i 
these word The sch for the blind : 
public institutions, for e! part 1 it 
ould seem that having given the blind pet 
son the first privilege of learning read, the 
second, of furnishing at least center where 
they may continue to en the power of 


the duty of public libraries.” 

This does follow 
is not enough simply to get together the 
books, so in general library work for the blind, 
in order that it may be successfully conducted, 
the conditions for circulation must be made 
favorable. The first essential condition is 
again attractive books in variety, printed in 
the types which the adult wish and as they 
prefer them to be embossed; the second, the 
diffusion of the information that these books 
may be borrowed without expense to the bor- 
rower; the third, a recognition of the fact bv 


* Moon, R. C looks and libraries for the blind 


L. 3., May, 1905, p. 269 









will have to be sent to the readers; and the 
fourth, that the work will of necessity employ 
visiting cher 

As to e1 types, there re b 


need r | t \ s ti 
1] + ‘ 
‘ y pret 5 ( 
sc pl ] Te 
I l re 
In spe } + 
t gible tt { 1 ¢ n 
1 p } il vy not e1 N } ; S 
repre 1 1 by p f 
1 "1 
books, and 
, , vf 
t n some or! ¢ N t 
ben } A " 
! \ Id et y le 
j . “ 1 
1D e it » it is not y d t 
} ‘ | ; 
oO but growing in use and ‘ ned 
: , , , os 
ITVvive Schools and school children do not 


need it, but the majority of the adult blind do 
is proved by the experience of some 80 hom 
teaching societies in Great Britain, by the 


Pennsylvania Home Teaching Society, which 





1 in existen since 1882, by the four 
travelling te cl Ss sent < t by M < tt 
nd the two by Rhode Island, and by field 
ofhcer supported by the Philadelphia s¢ l 
According to recent statistics the ‘ eC 


$9 years 1 the iverage ige of the be 
coming blind is 31 The same probably 
rue of the blind of this country. We know 
that gre number f the adult blind are old 
and decrepit; that many have lost all ambi 


tion and have neither the self-confidence nor 
the patience to learn to read with the fingers 
unless urged and helped. If they read at ali 
they must begin with the Moon books, | 
most of them will need no othe The \ 

riety of literature in this system is not yet 
equal to that in either of the other system 

but the old complaint that all Moon book 
are religious is no longer justified by f 

Such novels as “John Halifax, Gentleman 
and “Ivanhoe” are now appearing in this type 
A monthly known as The Moon Magazin 

announced for 1906; in fact, the advanced 
first number is already out. In the year 1904 
by far the largest circulation of embossed 


* Meldrum’s “Light on dark paths,” p. 1 Edit 


burgh, 1891 
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books from the Philadelphia Free Library 
was in the Moon system, or 4245 volumes 
out of a total circulation of 5284 

If the Moon system is required for the 
majority of adults, so a dotted or point sys- 
tem is needed by the young and the able- 
bodied. The sc 


with it than the 





ols could no more dispense 
city of New York, for ex- 


ample, could dispense with its system of rapid 





transit. A point system is not only writable, 
but if we ind uniformly printed is highly 

yt ghl 
tangible; in fact, it can be read more rapidly 


han any other. Its invention in 1829 by 


t 
Louis Braille marks the second great epoch 
in the history of the education of the blind. 
rhere are two point systems in our land, the 
New York point and the American Braille, 
each used in prominent schools and each rep 
resented in a splendid list of books. Any 
blind person who has spent two months in 
acquiring the ability to read in one of these 
systems can by applying himself for two 
hours learn to read in the other. Hence, any 
library pretending to be representative and 
wishing to increase its usefulness will possess 
books in both point systems and so double its 
variety of reading matter. Of course, areas 
where New York point predominates will 
give preference to New York point books; 
so territory preferring American Braille 
should be supplied first with American Braille 
books. Not that I believe both systems will 
survive; I cannot think that the duplication 
of books in systems so nearly alike need go 
on much longer. One of these will either 
prevail over the other or else some third sys- 
tem will take the place of both. I venture to 
predict, however, that the point system of the 
future will embody the following principles: 
I, ease of writability alike by young and old; 
2, facility of correction; 3, greatest number 
of possible characters within a practical letter 
base; 4, possibility of reading the maximum 
length of time without fatigue to the finger; 
5, the use of full spelling, of capitals, punc- 
tuation marks, and all signs required in 
printed books, making embossed books models 
for written work done with slate and stylus 
Any one really conversant with the subject 
will perceive, I think, the bearing of these 
propositions and admit their force, except 
possibly that referring to full spelling in 
printed books; and I believe upon due con- 


sideration any one of open mind will be will- 


[January, 1906 




















ing to admit the force of that proposition 
also To be able to use contractions and 
special abbreviations in writing is to be able 
to save time, labor, and paper —a sufficiently 
important possibility Contractions are, 
therefore, proper in written work and an im- 
portant adjunct to it. In printed books the 
only item gained by contracted spelling 1s 
space or paper, but the mental labor of the 
reader is increased. A facile reader whether 
using eyes or fingers does not read by charac- 
ters singly, he reads by words and context 
Now, any change in the usual feciing of a 
word—any departure from the customary 
look of it — requires additional thought, caus- 
ing a slight hesitation, and so introduces an 
element of loss. As a matter of fact, by far 
the best and most facile readers of Braille 
with whom I am acquainted read most rap- 
idly in books printed with unabbreviated 
spelling, and these read along as fast and as 
well as anybody. Dr. Javal, in his recent 
book “On becoming blind” admits that the 
reader gains nothing by contractions, his ex- 
act words being: “for reading, experience 
demonstrates that the increase in speed is 
nil.” Now the mass of the adult blind who have 
once read with their eyes demand that their 
fingers shall meet with the same unabbreviatec 
spelling. Moon’s system has the advantage ot 
full spelling. The teachers of the home socie- 
ties assure me that their adult pupils, having 
only the 26 characters to learn tofeel, feel them 
ever so much more readily and hopefully than 
though they had to stop to commit and de- 
cipher characters not represented in common 
print. And these teachers tell me, too, that 
their adult pupils of the Braille not only pre- 
fer the books printed in full, but generally re- 
fuse to make use of any other until driven to 
do so in order to keep supplied with reading 
matter. Teachers of the young biind are more 
and more realizing the importance of making 
school books models of good English, as was 
shown at a recent convention of instructors 0? 
the blind where several superintendents of 
schools using the New York point asked for 
books printed in full, saying that if they could 
not get them printed they would use the 
Braille books which are so printed. 

3ooks in two systems, then, will always 
be needed—a point system for the young 
and the able-bodied, and the Moon system for 
all the rest of the 64,763 blind people in the 
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United States who by any possibility can be 


induced to read. It is interesting to know and 
remember that the originators of these two 
embossed prints were blind men 


Now as to the classes of books desired by 





adult readers The conditions under which 
the work has been conducted so far are not 
such as to make statistics of circulation of 
great value. Such as they are, however, they 
indicate the following order of preference - 


stion, history and biography, general litera- 


ire including poetry, and religion — religion 


g 
adults read the Moon 


h treat of religious sub- 





t 

t 

being strong because 
books, most of wh 


jects. Public travelling and circulating libra- 
ries for the use of the blind must, therefore, 
give prefe rence to books in these classes 

I have said that library work for the blind 
is growing rapidly. But unfortunately it is 
not being started everywhere or even being 
conducted as I should prefer to sce it; when 
it is done upon the charitable and sentimental 
basis it is to my mind done wrongly and may 
do much harm. The blind of any community 
have the same right to a proportional amount 


7 


f free reading matter as have other citizens 


yf the community 


Chen let us say so politely 
to the proper authorities and have the books 
obtained. If the desired readers will neithe: 
fetch away books from the libraries nor send 
friends for them in sufficient numbers to jus 
tify the outlay for these special departments, 
the library authorities must upon request 
send out the books to the readers; and this 
work the free franking privilege makes pos- 
sible and practical. Lending libraries for the 
blind must become sending libraries.* But 
even this feature is insufficient; each library 
will have to employ one or more teachers 
to go to the blind in their homes to teach 
them to read. Home teaching work is by far 
the most effective agency to increase the 
number of readers and the conseqt 


juent cir 


culation of books. It is a good employment for 
the blind themselves; they make, in fact, the 
very best teachers of embossed reading. The 
states of Massachusetts, Rhode Island, and 
Pennsylvania have already contributed public 
funds for this very purpose. Here is a field 

; 


* Strongly made “telescope” shippir 





vas, as used at the library of the Employment In 
stitution for the Blind, Saginaw, Mich., will be found 


alike 





serviceable and economica 
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of labor open t ir people which I for one 
expect t e « urged 

l am in touch with severa f the 
te hers It home teaching socicties d 
they all corrol te the testimony f Mr 
Moore of Philade one of those longest 
in the work and f the most s esst 
who, when I re ' ked, “Do you fin t 
hard to get the d | 1 to read re] 1, 
“Yes, oh ye I t l to 
learn and too net tis no I « in’t 
do it.’ But if 1 « pe Ie em to put their 
fingers on the M ( even t ty t 
Moon they ten l n f it 
and when they perceive the similarity of 
characters to print letters they become i 
terested and learn readily, that is, in a few 
days.” “Are they grateful?” I asked, “are 
they glad to be able t read again?” i} 
replied, “Words cannot express their de 


to me for what being able again to read means 
to them.” 


Library work for t 


and proper as it is wige and necessary. Our 
state schools cannot alone perform it, much 
Iess a single library center for the wh ( " 
try This fact is recognized in the recent 
large increase in the number of publi ra 


ries which keep embossed books and from 
which these may be received without delay 
It is repositories of books that are wanted, 
not special reading rooms; the blind even 
more than most people prefer to read 

home. Every means must be taken to adver 
tise the fact that the books are available and 
that they will be sent out upon request and 
may be returned without expense to any one 
Lists of the books should be published and 


1 


phabet cards carried to the would-be re 


7) 


v special visiting teachers 


paid out of the 
library fund. This 1s not charity; it 1s simply 
justice. There is in every community 1 
sionary zeal seeking 


set to work writing out single volumes im 


point print for the blind and so inere ng 
the variety of reading matter for then he 
blind of England benefit greatly from 

means This is better and 1 | | 
ervice than getting them to | I 
to The reading of emb d | } benefits 
the blind more than we wh ( know 
anything about; except , it their chiet 


resource 
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By Rozert H. Wuirtten, Legislative Reference Room, New York State Library 


[ne ideal library is one organized much 
after the plan of the great university of 
to-day not a single school but a cluster of 


schools around a central school. In 


the great 
library the general collection shou!d primarily 
be used to supplement the special libraries 
clustered about it. Only in this way will 


the library begin to perform its most 1m- 


portant function —that of so organizing the 
vast ar mt of printed material that it can 
be used in the world’s work In this age 
of organization there is no field in which 


such chaos reigns as in that of printed in- 
formation. We are rich beyond calculation 
in books, pamphlets, and especially period- 
icals containing valuable information on every 
conceivable subject, but how seldom is it 
available for use in current problems of in- 
dustry, commerce, fimance or government 
We are overwhelmed with a wealth of mate- 
rial The problem is one of organization. 
The material must be so organized that it can 
be used by busy men in the settlement of the 
problem that must be decided this day or 
hour — by the lawyer preparing his brief, the 
physician treating a case, the legislator draft- 
ing a bill, the engineer or architect preparing 
a plan, the editor writing an editorial, the 
business man making an investment. 

lhe present chaos is enormously wasteful. 
Facts of importance socially and industrially 
appear momentarily in the current periodicai 
and are then lost in a boundless sea. If or- 
ganized with similar facts and made readily 
available they would play a part in the world’s 
work for years to come 

A general library of the ordinary type :s 
no more suited to supply the needed organiz- 
ation than was the old style college to supply 
the higher scientific, technical and profes- 
sional education that was demanded. At 
the great university we now have separate 
schools of law, medicine, pharmacy, dentistry, 
veterinary medicine, mechanical, civil and 
electrical engineering, agriculture, forestry, 
pedagogy, journalism, library economy, com- 
merce, etc. The number is steadily growing. 
The former simple organization has given 


place to one most costly and complex. The 
library of to-day is like the college of yes 
terday — performing a useful function but 
not very vitally connected with the world’s 
work. Organized, classified and cataloged 
with reference to general or average wants 
or uses, it is no more suited to the particular 
wants of the lawyer, the editor, the legislator 
or the engineer than was the old style c 
lege to the training of the farmer or the 
electrical engineer 

A special library of course implies a special 


1 


staff and special methods. It should be in 


charge of a librarian specially trained in the 
subject dealt with and having a special in- 
terest in and capacity for the organization 
of information 

The material of the special library will be 
drawn from every source Much of the 
most valuable material in a legislative library, 
for example, will be drawn from the hundreds 
of engineering, medical and law magazines, 
from the public documents of Great Britain 
the national government and a few of the 
more important states, especially Massachu- 
setts and New York, and from reports of the 
Various state and national organizations in- 
terested in special legislative problems 

Material when received must be cataloged 
and arranged with reference to the particular 
uses served by the collection. Standard uni- 
versal classifications have necessarily been 
constructed with reference to the convenience 
of the average user The special library 
serves a special constituency having special 
problems. Material must therefore be clas- 
sified around these problems 

Methods of organization will vary greatly 
with the various kinds of raw material with 
which the library has to deal. One factor, 
however, is common to all special libraries 
—the supreme importance of quick service. 
By this is meant not merely speed in getting 
for the reader the particular book asked for, 
but rather speed in placing desired. material 
before the man who does not know where to 
leok for it. For a library that aims to be 
a working library for busy men, quick service 
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3 indispensabl 





the movement of coal heat imber, etc 
cheapness is the more important factor, wl 

in the movemet { fruit, vegetables, me 
milk, express packages, mail, persons and 
telegrams speed 1s the more import Sy 
tems of transportation and communication 


have become a most important and vital el 


ment in modern life Che street car, mail 


and expre service, telephone and telegraph 


are vital factors in every day life Chey are 
performing services in kind and amount un- 
thinkable 50 
largely due to speed and frequency of service 

Quick have the 
effect in the business 
done by the library that it has had in trans- 
portation. Use of various kinds of library 
material will be multiplied many times when 


years ago. This result is most 


service will much same 


increasing volume of 


it is made quickly available, and the library 
will become a vital force in the every day 
social, industrial and commercial life of the 
community 

To realize quick service in the special 
library all information bearing on a particular 
problem must so far as practicable be brought 
together in compact form. To do this it is 


not only necessary to separate volumes of sets 


and series, but to systemati lly cut up per 
odicals and in some cases books in order that 
articles on the same subject may be brought 
togethe It iformation er than pa 
ticular t r st th to | rg 
ized 

In the | sla e Refers 1 the 
New York State I é ( 

s direction | im 
irticles ’ é ( regularly 

ipped ft ne 500 engineering, medical 
law and general periodicals They are then 
placed in manilla covers or pockets of um 
form size and filed vertically with other 
manuscript and pamphlet material in large 
cases having drawers 21.5 cm. wide by 28 cm 
high by 60 cm. long Material is thus kept 
clean, compact, and can be consulted most 
readily 

The clipping of periodicals may seem ex 
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oT h \ \ ; 1) 5 
+} 
tii i cx 4 
pi ppin siderably 1 ex 
pense and for tification m vy com 
pensating | cal i Suppose a 
newspaper man want nething on the 
smoke nuisance. Unde 1 met is he goes 
to the catalog and finds references to a score 


of magazine articles and laws on the subject 


It then takes perhaps 30 minutes, perhaps an 


hour, perhaps longer to have all the volumes 


containing these articles, scattered they 


are over a delivered at his table 


He looks 


large library, 


over a pile and picks out one or 


two articles that contain the facts desired 
Under the system under discussion he goes 
to the vertical file, picks out a handful of 
articles on the subject, selects the one or 
twe desired, the whole operation occupying 
only a few minutes. In nine cases out of 


ten he only has the few minutes to spare so 
that the This 
is but an illustration of the way in which the 
the quick 


longer method is prohibitive 


use of library is multiplied by 
service 

In a special library of almost any branch 
ot science or technology periodical literature 


importance All 
rade d 


far outranks all other in 


chievements in science 


ind art are rec¢ 


in the periodical long before they appear in 
book form oO the ecialist of every kind 
pe lical literature ndispensable It is 
t t that he must k f ght every 
rrent problet It refore much more 
mportant that periodical articl pon ’ 
biect i he he traettes , 
books sh } rranced | | . 
than by author The sj 
by busy men in the consideration of prol 
that often do not admit of long de f 
the bringing together of desired 
Che clipping and classifying of article iN 
the time of the librarian and of the reader and 
multiplies the use to which the material ts pu 
lo summarize briefly: One of the most 
important functions of the pul yrary is 
the organization of the vast amount of printed 
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material so that it can be used in the world’s 
work. For this purpose the great library 
should be organized after the plan of the 
great university —there should be the cen- 
trai library with numerous special libraries 
clustered about it. The special library should 
be collected and classified with reference to 
the special needs served by it. Quick service 
is of the utmost importance and will result 
in multiplying use. All material on a given 
problem should be brought together in com 
pact form, even at the expense of separating 
sets and cutting up certain books and period- 
icals. Periodical articles form the most val- 
uable part of the special collection and it is 
particularly desirable that they should be 


regularly clipped and arranged by st 


METHODS OF BOOK BUYING 

At the last meeting of the Massachusetts 
Library Club “Methods of book buying” were 
considered in a general discussion, based upon 
short papers read by representatives of three 
public libraries (see L. J., November, 1905, 
p. 871). As the papers brought out some in- 
teresting differences in practice and point of 
view they are now presented to a wider audi- 
ence, 
METHODS IN THE BOSTON PUBLIC LIBRARY 


It has been said that the buying of books is 
like the making of friends; more often than 
not it is a haphazard business, delightful, pre- 
carious, fraught with great consequences, ex- 
pensive, necessary, and sometimes most un- 
fortunate. Be that as it may, the method of 
buying in a large library may be of interest to 
those who follow, perhaps, a less formal proc- 
ess. I am not speaking of the book as litera- 
ture, but as a matter of commerce. The Bos- 
ton Public Library in its business relations 
with the booktrade is represented by a special 
division, which, after the decision of purchase 
is made, places the orders and conducts the 
correspondence with booksellers. It is also the 
channel through which the recommendations 
for purchase are forwarded to the librarian. 
These recommendations, which form the basis 
of the orders, are submitted every week to a 
book committee of the trustees, and each title 
is drawn off on a card in the form of a brief 
catalog entry, containing the price of the 
book or an estimate of its cost. 

Those titles approved by the book commit- 
tee are incorporated in a typewritten list 
which is authorized for purchase by the board 
of trustees. It is the permanent official rec- 
ord. The orders are transmitted to the book- 
sellers in the form of lists, of which dupli- 
cates are kept, and the cards—from which 
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they are finally prepared—are filed alpha- 
betically, and withdrawn when the books are 
received. A number of clerical details are 
grouped about this routine, but they are not 
important. ; 

The particular method of buying is gov- 
erned of course by the special material to be 
bought, and varies accordingly as the selec- 
tions tor purchase are made: (1) from cur- 
rent books sent by the booksellers for in 
spection; (2) from the priced catalogs of 
books not current; (3) from auction cata 
logs; (4) from particular material submitted 
for consideration; (5) from the recommenda- 
tions of library officials. For although the 
orders are placed in conformity with a gen- 
eral scheme, each title must be scanned to de- 
termine where and with what agent it shall be 
placed, whether Boston, New York, London, 
Paris, or Leipzig 

Take, for example, the current books re 
ceived on approval. Arrangements are made 
with certain booksellers to send a copy of 
every new book they may have in stock, sub- 
ject to return. There are of course omis- 
sions, but on the whole a large number of the 
books of the day are received in this way 
They are chiefly in the English language, but 
a limited number of French, German and 
Italian books are also sent for inspection. 
This method obviates the order list, enables 
one to see the book, to judge of its typograph- 
ical features in addition to its literary merit, 


and to make comparison, if necessary. In 
fact if any title is dubious the book is re- 
quested for examination. These current do- 


mestic books are supplied at the prevailing 
prices, in which we all fare alike; the foreign 
at a stipulated rate, of so many cents to the 
mark, franc, lira and peseta. Among these 
books, however, there will always be a cer- 
tain number of American editions of English 
books, #.e., books originally published in Eng- 
land and reissued in this country. As you 
know, Lippincott, Doubleday, Scribner, Dut- 
ton, and others are actively engaged in bring- 
ing out such books. The question of price at 
once arises. Is it cheaper to buy the Ameri- 
can book which has the advantage of being at 
hand, or to import the English book with a 
delay of five weeks? There is no guide to this 
knowledge save a comparison of prices and 
the English bibliographies are consulted for 
the information. It is not found cheaper in 
every case to import the English edition, but 
it is in the majority of cases 

For example, of 26 books, all American edi- 
tions of English publications received at the 
library within the last two weeks, six were 
in effect as low priced, or slightly lower, than 
the English edition, with the shilling reck- 
oned at 23 cents on the list price, which in- 
cludes all expense. The remaining 20, how- 
ever, could be imported at a saving of nearly 
$6. The Macmillans, for instance, publish the 
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up again, and the catalogs of all important 
collections are priced and kept for reference 
[he auction sale is looked upon as an oppor 
tunity to acquire material t enricl many of 
the large special collections and to fill in the 
files of newspapers and period 
considered an opportunity to recruit 
the popular collections at the branches, such 
s correspond most neat to the libraries of 
moderat Personally, I do not believe 
that the librarians of smal! libraries can ben 
efit themselves very much by perusing these 
¢ logs, because they rarely contain books 
hich coincide with their existing needs 


The priced catalogs of remainders and 
econd-hand books afford, however, opportu 
nities common to all of us They range from 
juvenile fiction at 15 cents a volume t 
bibliographical rarity at thousands of dollars 
They frequently contain such good books at 
such low prices, that the librarian forgets his 
grievance on account of the limited discount 
n new publications and turns his attention 
to the book which has survived a year, or a 
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SOME PRINCIPLES 

lhe problem of buying would be immensely 
simplified for any library if its purchases were 
limited to current publications. The popuiar 
conception is, perhaps, that this is the case, 
but along with the requests which come from 
are many suggestions for 


GENERAL 


be rrowers aion 


t 
j | hicl } | ry? 
DOOKS which the library’s agent does not 
have in stock, or, indeed, for books which 
may be altogether out of print 


We may safely Say, however, that orders 
for current American books will preponderate 
and that for the supplying of these books the 
library should have a regular agent 

Unless the trade is to be distributed for 
local reasons it will probably be an advantage 
to deal almost wholly with one firm. There 
will be only little, if any, variation between 
different houses in the matter of prices, and 
with the trade centered in this way the 
possibility of confusion in orders will be 
eliminated, there will be a saving of car- 
riage, and in time there will be a better under- 
standing of the needs of the library and the 
temper of its patrons on the part of the dealer. 
Many elements will come in to effect the 
choice of the library agent, but the size and 
the standing of the house and the intelligence 
and promptness of the service would seem 
to be the determining factors. 

Every library will settle for itself the nature 
of the relations thus established between its 
agent and itself. One may prefer to send se- 
lected lists from time to time, another may 
have books sent on approval, while a third 
may through its librarian select books for 
purchase. 

Perhaps the best results will arise from 
a combination of the examination of cata- 
logs and reviews and an examination of the 
books themselves. Certainly there can be no 
substitute for the occasional examination of 
books, before purchase, on account of the 
almost invariable tendency of the reviewing 
journals to unduly praise current publica- 
tions. In order, however, to make the best 
use of this persona] examination, unless one 


has the books sent to the library for a care- 


ful reading, a fairly constant reading of : 
views, catalogs and announcement Lt 
necessary 

The librarian will naturally have at hand 
as many is possible of the trade catalogs, 
publishers’ lists, etc-—what we may call the 
tools for purchase All matters of cost and 
discount will. of course, be left to the agent, 
but, I believe, that, so far as the library is able 
to do it, the price of every book ordered 


should be written on the order slip. This will 
not only tell the price of a particular book or 
dered, but will give what is important, at any 
rate towards the close of the financial year, 
the aggregate for the outstanding orders 

All this assumes that the orders are tor 
American books. Unless the library agent 1s 
an importer the library will have to add per- 
haps an English, French, German, or Italian 
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agent. Unless also the American agent has 
an extensive import trade or has foreign con 
nections there will be a saving to the library 
in selecting some well established firm, either 
in this country or in Europe, which make 
a speci lty of toreign books Except in those 
cases where the book is rare or out of print 
the library will save time by 
order with some importing dealer in this 
country and run the risk of his having the 
book in stock. In the case of books difficuit 
to obtain the library will undoubtedly gain 
by ordering direct from some large Euro- 
pean book center. If a library is filling its 
deficiencies the need for this is likely to arise 
constantly, but if the foreign orders are not 
large or difficult to obtain it will simplify 
matters to have them in the hands of one 
or, at least, two agents 

Besides the methods of purchase through 
the regular library agent there remain at 
least three other ways, all of which are worth 
consideration as the need arises. These are: 
I, orders from priced catalogs; 2, orders from 
auction catalogs; 3, personal examination of 
books at the stores of the second-hand dealers. 

1. No library will fail to receive at fairly 
frequent intervals priced catalogs for books 
which dealers can supply at once. These cat- 
alogs frequently contain bargains which it is 
worth the while of the library to avail itseli 
of if there is need of anything on the list. 
There is undoubtedly a standard price which 
particular books tend to proximate, but dif- 
ferent dealers will have different opportunities 
to come by their books and occasionally there 
will be a considerable variation in price. A 
dealer’s stock is largely replenished from buy- 
ing private libraries and from bids in the 
auction-room. If the prices that he himself 
paid are low he can in turn afford to sell at 
a lower figure than some other dealer who has 
to pay more for his books. But perhaps the 
chief advantage from buying in this way 1s 
that out of print books can be obtained at 
once and at a fixed price 


placing the 


2. The sale of books at auction furnishes 
another method of purchase. We are apt po 
sibly to associate these sales with high prices 

nd with the bids of private buyers Chere 
re many instances, of course, where prices 
increase, but it is equally urue that certain 
classes of books tend to depreciate in value 
Unless a library has very ample book fund 
it would hardly be justified in competing at 


uction for books, the chief interest of which 
lies in their typographical excelience or for 
certain coveted first editions. Almost every 
sale, however, contains material. which it ts 
within the province of a library to buy. Ma 
terial, that is, whick will be bid in by the 
second-hand dealer and perhaps sold again 
at an advance to libraries. Here is an op 
portunity to save, provided the bids are car« 
fully made. To make the best use, however, 
of auction sales requires constant study not 


only of current, but of past sales, and to do 
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this extensively would perhaps take more time 





than the practice would be worth to the | 
brary 

In tl a hould certa have to 
count ibr n’s time as worth somet , 
and add this to the cost of the book. In ai 
riving at r i book, however, we 
s] e aid ral sure, by “Book prices 
current,” but perhaps more by the worth of 
the book to us, the btyers The auctioneer 
will, if imstructed, use | discretion in | 
ding tor tl library Hie become n such 
a case the library ent 1 can be depended 
upon to execute the jibrary’s orders with fat 
ness and good judgment. Few librarians can 
personally attend many sales, but t ce 
scriptions in the catalogs are sufficiently full 
for all purposes of identification. Many will 
find it useful to hold orders f he rarer 
books until the volumes turn up at auction 
and then send in whatever bid the library can 
afford A certain number of the rders 
may be allowed te accumulate for time 


and if the bid is wisely placed the library will 
gain by the operation 

3. Finally, there is the method of purchas- 
ing by personal examination of the shelves of 
the second-hand dealers Here we come toa 
field which has been made familiar through 
the pages of Burton, Andrew Lang and Eu- 
gene Field It has, however, besides this 
special and antiquarian interest to the indi- 
vidual buyer, a distinct use to libraries. Here 
are oftentimes large collections of books 
many of which the library may stand in need 
of, gathered from many different sources, and 
usually offered at moderate prices. Libraries 
will frequently find it desirable to examine 


the stock and to consult the dealers These 
men have a marvellously complete acquaint 
ance with their own collections, a wide ac 
quaintance ith tl book-market and with 
book-price As class, t men give them 
selves more devotedly and unreservedly to 
their calling, an hen e pay them what 
seems a 1 nd 11 s I { ¢ 
nle ve r t | | ng 
better than w I 1 | n¢ tion, 
and we | n t et t t 
edg id ex] 

Al] ot the ! I To! i 
share « eT by “ buys 
at all ext é No one « } uursued to 
the exc f thers. w ‘ 

I N H. Waite 

Librarian B ; n (Mass Pudi j ary 

FEW (¢ 5 ! Ss 
I take it there are three ends to be had 


in view in buying hooks—to get what you 
want, when you want it, with the least outlay 
in money and labor I am not here to tell 
anybody how to do this, but to inquire 

Does it pay for the librarian who does all 
the work save that of the janitor in her ] 
brary, who must select and order, catalog and 
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REPORT OF THE LIBRARIAN OF CON- 
GRESS 


Tue report of the Librarian of Congress 
for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1905, is 
less extended than its predecessors, covering 
a little over 300 pages. It records net addi- 
tions of 68,951 books and pamphlets (22,998 
purchased), as against 80,136 in 1904; 6615 
maps and charts; 25,934 pieces of music, and 
25,273 prints Che total contents of the li- 
brary, including the Law Library, is given as 
1,344,018 books, 82,744 maps and charts, 
410,352 pieces of music, and 183,724 prints 
Appropriations for the year were $589,435, in- 
cluding Copyright Office; expenditures, 
$587,028.75, of which $328,353.66 were for 
salaries (Copyright Office, $74,662.46), 
$99,784.29 for increase of library, $76,504.95 
for care and maintenance, $32,244.67 for fue’, 
light, etc., $30,980.26 for furniture and sheiv- 
ing, and $2763.05 for Sunday opening. The 
total number of visitors to the building dur- 
ing the year was 923,116. No statistics of use 
in the main reading room are given, as it 1s 
thought that these are misleading in their 
inadequate indication of the total use of the 
library. Ground for this opinion is afforded 
by criticisms of the undue cost of the library 
made by a member of Congress, whose figures 
were obtained by dividing the total library ex- 
penditures on all accounts by the number of 
volumes “circulated” from the main reading 
room; but it is to be regretted that such mis- 
conception should have resulted in so com- 
plete a subordination of the department in the 
year’s record. “The number of books sent 
out on interlibrary loans reached last year 
934. as against but one-third of that number 
during the year preceding.” 

Accessions made to the collections during 
the year were notable, in the Division of Man- 
uscripts especially. The “Select list of recent 
purchases” for the last four years, printed as 
an appendix to the report, has been discon- 
tinued, but important gifts and purchases are 
fully noted by Mr. Putnam or in the ap- 
pended reports from the heads of the Law 
Library and the divisions of manuscripts, 
maps and charts, and prints respectively. The 
collection of Orientalia has been increased 
by the gift from the Chinese government 
of 108 works in Chinese, comprising 1905 
volumes shown in the Chinese exhibit at the 
Louisiana Purchase Exposition; other gifts, 
mainly of photographs and_ reproductions, 
have been made by the governments of Italy, 
Germany, and the Argentine Republic 

In the Manuscripts Division perhaps the 
most important gift was that of the Breckin- 
ridge papers, by Miss Sophonisba Preston 
Breckinridge and Desha Breckinridge. These 
cover papers of John Breckinridge (1760- 
1806), John Breckinridge, his son (1797- 
1841), Robert Jefferson Breckinridge (1800- 
1871), and his son William Campbell Preston 
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sreckinridge (1837-1905), estimated as num- 
bering between 25,000 or 30,000, and of great 
value in their bearing upon the social, po- 
litical and historical development of Ameri- 
can life. Important additions te the Martin 
Van Buren papers were made by Dr. Sivy- 
vesant Fish Morris, of New York; the arche 
logical papers of Ephraim George Squier add 
valuable material in the ancient history of 
America; and notable gifts of manuscripts 
have been made by Mrs. James T. Fields 
Wendell P. Garrison, and others. It is pointed 
out that great care is exercised in the cus 

todianship of manuscripts and private papers, 
in setting aside material personal in character, 
and in permitting access to the collections 
only for legitimate and reasonable purpose 

of study or research. “The most recent pa- 
pers are naturally kept from general inspec 

tion more rigidly than are the collections of 
manuscripts of the eighteenth century. After 
a century personalities have lost their sting; 
contests, political or personal, have been de 

cided, and the sense of injury has become 
deadened. The questions are now historical 
questions, and the personal character is of 
minor importance. With letters of or con- 
cerning men still living and still active in 
public life the precautions just described are 
applied most carefully, and they are as safe 
from misuse and far safer from loss than if 
they were retained in private hands and stored 
in private houses.” 

Purchases included considerable collections 
of manuscripts dealing with American politics 
and history, an interesting set of manuscripts 
of the sacred writings of Burma, and impor- 
tant Philippine broadsides. The Jefferson 
and Madison papers, formerly preserved in 
the Department of State, have been trans 
ferred to the library, where they have ef- 
fectively rounded out the existing collections 
It is pointed out that the library cannot com- 
pete in the open market for manuscripts or 
purchase largely in that direction on account 
of the various demands upon its funds, and 
that it is thus seriously handicapped in ob- 
taining desirable and increasingly rare Ameri- 
cana. A large collection of Spanish docu- 
ments, stored in the office of the United States 
Surveyor General in Tallahassee. Fla., have 
been transferred to the library as a perma- 
nent deposit “The papers number 62,224 
pieces, with some volumes bound under the 
Spanish rule. The number of papers in the 
volumes can hardly be determined as thev 
now are, as the poliila busily bored through 
and through an entire volume, and even the 
parchment covers until a sheet looks like a 
bit of lace work. The damage thus done is 
in some cases irreparable, and forcibly illus- 
trates the risks and dangers attending the care 
and preservation of manuscripts in  sem- 
tropical or tropical climates where a rainy 
season and heat favor the development of 
those destructive pests.” 
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In the Catalogue Division 111,373 volumes 
were cataloged during the year, and the work 
of recataloging made material advance Th 
distribution of printed catalog cards, now 
in its fourth year, has passed the experimental 
stage. “The volume of business is now so 
considerable and growing so rapidly that a 
rapid increase must be sought in the service 
and a more elaborate system of record.” 
Much of the increase of sales is due to the 
demand for cards covering the titles in the 
“A. L. A. catalog,” of which the entire 
lection may be had for $154.56. “For this 
small sum, therefore (less than three months 
salary of a competent cataloger), a 
having or buying this collection may secure 
the cards for a complete dictionary catalog 
of it under author and subject. It is little 
wonder that libraries newly starting or reor 
ganizing should promptly adopt this method 
of solving the difficult problem of selection 
and the expensive problem of cataloging.” It 
is estimated that by the use of the printed 
cards a library saves in cataloging cost from 
four to seven times the amount paid for the 
cards Receipts from sales of these cards 
amounted to $16,000 during the year, so that 
the saving to libraries may be given as from 
$64,000 to $112,000. Mr. Putnam says “Let 
us take the mean of this as certainly within 
the mark. It is $88,000. The distribution of 
our printed cards has then directly saved 
the libraries of this country during the past 
year not less than $88,000. This saving is 
equal to the total sum ($88,140) expended 
by the government during the year for the 
maintenance of our entire force of classifiers 
and catalogers, 91 in number.” 

Attention is given to the effort now being 
made toward a revision and codification of 
existing copyright laws The two confer 
ences on the subject held during the year, in 
New York, are noted, with a list of the dele 
gates, and emphasis is laid upon the im 
portance of securing an authoritative draft, 
as the result of the counsel and co-operation 
of every interest affected by copyright pro 
visions 

In conclusion Mr. Putnam submits recom 
mendations for needed legislation, including 
amendments to the postal law giving explicit 
free transmission of mail matter to and from 
the library and to senders of articles for copy 
right deposit 

The report of the Register of Copyrights, 
summarized in the main report and given in 
full in the appendix, records receipts of 
$75,058, and expenses of $75,630.18 There 
were 113,374 entries of title, the highest num- 
ber in the history of the Copyright Office; of 
these, 103,544 were titles of works by citizens 
or residents of the United States. Work was 
continued by the special force provided for 
the purpose on the arrears of copyright bus- 
iness prior to July 1, 1897 The copyright 
legislation pending during the year 1s re 






viewed and text of new legislati n S given 
and there is brief record of the under 
for <¢ dation and revision copy 


right law more fully noted by Mr. Put 
Among the appendixes the report 
Card Section, dealing with the distribution of 


printed cards, is of particular interest. 1 
are now 608 subscribers to the card serv 
of whom 221 were added during the year 
Of tl n l ribers b t 40 pe ‘ 
re | 13} ries of I +] =” 

nes he reas¢ n the Y t s 
compared with the sale of last year w ver 
106 per cent., largely due to orders in 
tion with the 3 \. catalog.” he 
of printed cards now amounts t 
180,000 different cards, with an average of 
about 40 copies t ¢ h card ibout 75 rds 
are reprinted each week on the average, and 
as im every reprinting entries are nformed 
when necessary t present tandard ! 


stock of cards tends to ct 
uniform. Full record is given of the v 


discussions and tests regarding the desira 
bility of changing the thickness of card stock 
from “R,” the intermediate weight now in 
use, to “L,” the thinnest grade, as to which 
no decision has yet been mad Further ex 
periments, it 1s pointed out, will probably lead 


1 


only to the still more difficult question of de 
ciding whether a loss of from 5 to Io per cent 
in time is more important than a gain of 30 
per cent. in space 
Other appendixes include a full and int 

esting report on the accessions, work at 
present collections of the Law Library by the 
custodian, Dr. George Winfield Scott; and 
lists of noteworthy accessions in the Law 
Library, and in the divisions of manuscript 
maps and charts, and prints 


BIBLIOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY OF 
AMERICA 


A MEETING of the Council of the Bibli 
graphical Society of America was held at 
Baltimore, Md., on Wednesday, Dec. 27, 1905, 
at 3 p.m., in room 19, McCoy Hall, John 
Hopkins University Messrs. Lane, Legler, 
Putnam, Thomson, Thwaites and Nelson 
were present; President W. C. Lane in the 


chair The minutes of the meeting of Apr | 
28 were read and approved. The treasurer 
report was read for information 

Invitations from the Economics History 


— Political Science Association of the Um 
versity of Wisconsin and from the State His 
torical Society of Wisconsin were presented 
by the president, asking that the ciety meet 
at Madison, Wis., the last week in December, 
1907; on motion of Mr. Putnam these invi 
tations were laid on the table tor the present 


The secretary reported progr on the 
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printing of volume 1, part 1 of the papers and 
proceedings 4 general discussion followed 
on what other publications might be under- 
taken by the society On motion of Mr 
Putnam, seconded by Mr. Legler, it was 
Voted: That the publication committee be au- 
thorized to include in part 1 of volume 1 
of the proceedings and papers the proceedings 
and papers of this annual meeting, provided 
the additional expense be not greater than 


Mr. Thomson read the report from the 
committee on incunabula to be presented to 
the society at its annual meeting, submitting 
specimens of the proposed method of printing 
titles and of facsimiles. Mr. Thomson 
thought that the expense involved would pre- 
vent making the proposed catalog one of the 
regular publications of the society and this 
expense woulti have to be supplied by sub- 
scriptions from libraries and individuals in- 
terested 

Mr. Putnam suggested that an inquiry 
should be made by sending out a circular 
with an announcement of the scope of the 
work, the size of the unit of publication and 
the cost of each unit. After a lengthy dis- 
cussion of the matter it was Voted: That 
the committee on incunabula be authorized 
to issue a circular to ascertain if the under- 
taking recommended in their report meets 
with sufficient encouragement to warrant the 
society in beginning its publication. . 

The secretary presented a statement ex- 
plaining why the committee on index to bibli- 
ographical serials had failed as yet to arrange 
for its continuation 

On motion of Mr. Legler, it was Voted: 
That the price of volume 1, part 1 of the pro- 
ceedings and papers be fixed at $2 each for 
copies remaining after members of record are 
supplied, and that they be sold only to new 
members 

Adjourned at 5.30 p.m 

( Arex. Netson, Secretary 


FIRST iINNUAL MEETING 

The first annual meeting of the Biblio 
graphical Society of America was held a 
Baltimore in connection with the meetings of 
the American Historical Association, Amer 
ican Economic Association and the American 
Political Science Association on Dec. 2, 
1905 With these older organizations the 
Sibliographical Society shared the generous 
hospitality of Johns Hopkins University and 
of the citizens of Baltimore. The first session 
was called to order by the president, William 
C. Lane, in Levering Hall at 10.40 on the 
morning of the 28th. Provost Uhler, of the 
Peabody Institute, made a brief and cordial 
address of welcome on behalf of the librarians 
of Baltimore, who were present in force. The 
president then read his annual address, which, 
it is hoped, may appear later in the JouRNAL. 

He explained the circumstances which 


, 





caused the first annual meeting to be held 
so much later than was originally intended 
and not in connection with the American 
Library Association, as future meetings will 
doubtless be. President Lane sketched tl 
history of the society and noted possil 
lines of work which it might take up 

lhe report of the Council was given by the 
secretary, C. Alexander Nelson rhe chiet 
items were the adoption of by-laws, which 
were read in full; discussion of the publica- 
tion of the proposed list of incunabula; and 
the announcement of the publication of the 
first volume of proceedings, designed to in 
clude the papers which were offered in July, 
as well as those read in Baltimore. Mr. Ne! 
son also reported the organization of the 
Chicago Chapter of the Bibliographical So- 
ciety. 

[he treasurer's report showed the very 
satisfactory balance of $437 in the treasury 
$100 of this sum results from two life mem 
berships received during the year. The eiec- 
tion of officers was by unanimous vote of the 
members present deferred until the annual 
meeting in June, the present officers thus 
holding over until that time 

Mr, John Thomson presented the report of 
the committee on the proposed list of in- 
cunabula. His main contention was for an 
exceedingly full description of each title and 
copy, with all needed tables and indexes. 
These, he thought, should be published in 
semi-annual parts with 100 titles in each part, 
and cumulated tables. Mr. Thomson had 
prepared and caused to be printed a sample 
list of fifty titles with the six tables he pro- 
posed and five facsimiles of pages. These he 
submitted for discussion and criticism. He 
said that descriptions of over 2000 titles are 
already in the committee’s hands, and that 
many more could be secured It was proposed 
by the committee to issue a prospectus in- 
viting subscriptions to the list when pub 
lished, with the understanding that it shouid 
not be furnished free to members 

Considerable discussion of this report fol 
lowed Mr. Paltsits called attention to the 
modern methods of cataloging incunabula 
and to the scheme proposed in Germany with 
governmental support for an _ international 
catalog of the same Dr. Richardson en 
dorsed the remarks of Mr. Paltsits and sug 
gested that the work should be very care- 
fully considered on modern lines of editing 
before publication was commenced 

Mr. Beer advocated a simple, short title list 
showing what incunabula there are in Amer- 
ican libraries; he also advocated the publi¢a- 
tion of a periodical list of the contents of all 
bibliographical periodicals, to be issued each 
month 

President Lane expressed the hope that, 
whatever might be the result as to the com 
mittee’s scheme for a catalog of incunabula 
with facsimiles, the society would not give 
up the publication of a simple check list 
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showing where incunabula are to be found in 
America. No action was taken on the report, 
it being in the nature of a preliminary dis- 
cussion rather than a final report of plans. 

The following resolutions were passed: 
Voted, That the society request the Council 
to consider the subject of having the society 
incorporated, and if it is deemed desirabl 
that the Council take the necessary steps to se- 
cure incorporation 

Voted, That in the publications of the 
ciety a note be inserted to the effect that 
the society does not hold itself responsib! 
for opimions expressed by its contributors 


Prof Alfred | P. Denn 3 tt Univ 








Sity of W isc en re 1 pape j 
ropean histor f the Turks in e sé 
teenth and eight centuri< fter v 
the society adjourned until the afternoon 

Th alterna r on is « ed to order 
at 3.40 p.m (he secretary read the pape 
of Mr. J. C. Bay on “Contributions e 


President Lane announced the preparation 
of a bibliography of forestry at the Arnoijd 
Arboretum; he then read Mr. A. G. §S 
Josephson’s paper: “Jn re a Bibliographica! 
Institute,” which closed with the following 
motion: “That the Council of the society be 


asked to take steps toward securing a grant 
, 


theory and history of botanical bibliography 


for preparatory and experimental work pre 
liminary to establishing a _Bibliographicai 


Iustitute 

Mr. C. H. Hastings seconded the motion 
and said that he had found from personal 
experience the need of such an institute. A 
general discussion followed in which W. J. 
James, T. W. Koch, H. E. Legler and others 
joined. Mr. Legler suggested an amendment 
to Mr. Josephson’s resolution which would 
not commit the society to so definite an en- 
dorsement of the establishment of an inst:- 
tute 

On motion of the secretary it was Voted, 
That Mr. Josephson’s paper and appended 
resolution be referred to the Council for con- 
sideration, to be reported on at the next meet- 
ing of the society 

Mr. Hastings then read Mr. C. H. Lin- 
coln’s paper on “Material in the Library of 
Congress for a study of United States naval 
history % 

On motion of T. W. Koch it was Voted, 
That the thanks of the Bibliographical So- 
ciety of America be and are hereby tendered 
to the Johns Hopkins University for cour- 
tesies extended in connection with this, the 
first annual meeting, and also to Mr. Theo. 
Marburg and to Bishop and Mrs. Paret for 
their kind hospitality. 

A notice from the Chicago branch in re- 
gard to the publications of the Chicago Bib- 
liographical Society was read by the presi- 
dent. The society then adjourned, to meet in 
connection with the American Library Asso- 
ciation in June. 





January, 1906} 1 THE LIBRAR) 






IURNAL 21 


INTERSTATE MEETING OF SOUTH- 
ERN LIBRARIANS 

ue fifth annual meeting of the Georgia 

Library Association was held at the Carnegie 








Library, Atlanta, Ga. Dec. 8-9, 10905 Che 
lvance programs spoke of the meeting as an 
e meeting designed t bring about 
pe n mong the | ‘ f th 
> ! In { ecting this ng there 
is I t g taf ine! gan ition 
t the best results in 
y uined by strong state 
i l port of tl 
\1 \ \ 
| g nvinced every 
ne preset ‘ ' y of holdir 
‘ | 2 t 1a tery it 
e f t 2 ern rarians 
1 bee le to ¢ gether r ¢ 1 
] following st $ 
\ a i 1), North ( 
La la i rgia (Il), 
ima (4 Li ina I 
Tennesses (06), Kentucky 
(1) and Massachusetts (1) 
Of the 12 states represented 10 were of th 
Southeast. The North Carolina Library As 





lation was represented by its president 
rs. Annie S. Ross; the Alabama Library 
Association by President Thomas M. Ow: 

the Tennessee Library Association by Pre 

dent G. H. Baskette; the new Virgimia Library 
Association sent a word of greeting by M 
Wm. H. Sargeant; and Mr. George B. Utley, 
of Jacksonville, Fla., presented an invitation 
from Miss Carolyn B. Palmer, president of 
the Florida Library Association, inviting 


those present to attend the Florida as 


\T 
vi 


tion meeting. It was regretted that the Texas 
Library Association was not resented 
This wi uld have com] le ted the state asso l 
tions already formed 

Mr. W. F. Yust, of Louisville, reported 
progress in the organization of a state a 
ciation for Kentucky, and the South Carolina 








representatives went home full of enthusiasm 
to organize a is at nimo th Ca 
lina 

The program as printed was carried out 
with the exception of the addr f M 


I 
Melvil Dewey, who was detait 


ing of the Board of Regents of the New York 
State Library 

The first session was called to order Friday 
morning, Dec, 8, by the president, Mr. Walter 
B. Hill, whose eloquent address was a feature 
of the meeting. The first topic for discussion, 
“What a library association can do to pro 
mote the library interests of the state,” was 
opened by Miss L. E. Stearns, of Wisconsin. 
who told of the work being done in her state 
and district associations. Reports were made 
on the various state associations by Mr. J 
Frank Wilkes, of North Carolina; Mr. G, H. 
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Baskette, of Tennessee, and Mr. Thos. M. 
Owen, of Alabama 

The second discussion, on “Library legisla- 
tion, library commissions, state libraries, state 
aid and travelling libraries,” was opened by 


Miss Stearns and Mr. Owen. Mrs. John K. 


Ottley, of the state federation of women’s 
clubs, Mrs. Eugene Heard, and Mrs. N. Peter- 
son spoke of the various library activities in 


operation by the women’s clubs 

After luncheon at the Piedmont Driving 
Club the visiting librarians returned to the 
library to attend a celebration of the birthday 
of Mr. Joel Chandler Harris by the children 
of the Carnegie Library. Mr. Lee Jordan 
told the Uncle Remus stories in the charming 
dialect of ante-bellum days. The faces of the 
children evidenced a happy appreciation of 
Mr. Jordan's “efforts 

The evening session was introduced by ad- 
dresses of welcome by the mayor of Atlanta 
and the vice-president of the Carnegie Li- 
brary. Miss Stearns then read a paper on 
“Some phases of Western library work,” an 
epic of the life of the logger in the frozen 
Northwest. An interesting feature of this 
session was the round table, presided over by 
Mr. Owen, president of the Alabama Library 
Association. Mr. Owen is a new factor in 
the library work in the South, and his efforts 
for better library legislation in the South, and 
for a library commission in Alabama will be 
watched with interest during the next session 
of the Alabama legislature. Mr. Owen called 
upon Miss Skeffington, state librarian of Ten- 
nessee, and she gave an account of the trav- 
elling libraries to be issued by that library, 
January first. Mr. Yust, of the Public Li- 
brary of Louisville, Ky., spoke of the organi- 
zation and opening of that library, an interest- 
ing feature being its branch library’ for ne- 
groes. Mr. George B. Utley, of the Public 
Library of Jacksonville, Fla., spoke of the 
value of collecting local history 

The third session was opened at 10 a.m 
Saturday morning, and was devoted to the 
discussion of technical subjects. Miss Marie 
E. Binford presented a paper on the work of 
a library organizer in the South, and of 
the many new libraries she had helped to 
organize. Miss Julia T. Rankin, of the Car- 
negie Library of Atlanta, spoke of the use of 
Library of Congress cards in a small library 
An interesting feature was the statement that 
by the use of the Library of Congress cards 
the head of the cataloging department was 
enabled to spend every afternoon in the open 
shelf department of the Carnegie Library of 
Atlanta. She was followed by Miss Nina E. 
Browne, secretary of the A. L. A. Publishing 
Board, who spoke of the cards published by 
the A, L. A. The meeting being composed 
almost entirely of those directly interested in 
library administration, the discussion was con- 


fined entirely to technical subjects, and a free 
discussion followed on technical problems 

Miss Wallace then called Mr. Thomas M. 
Owen to the chair and presented the follow- 
ing resolution, which was unanimously 
adopted 


“Resolved, That this gathering of Southern libra- 
rians, representing ten Southern states, cordially en- 
dcrses the invitation of Asheville, North Carolina, to 
the A. L. A., to hold its 1907 meeting in that city, 
believing that the meeting at Asheville will be pro- 
ductive of good results to the library interests of this 
section, and that the members of the A. L. A. will 
find in Asheville an ideal meeting place, combining 
all the advantages of both a city and country meet- 
ing 





The secretary then read a circular issued 
by the Tennessee Library Association propos- 
ing the organization of a Southern Library 
Association and its discussion at the inter- 
state meeting After a free and somewhat 
heated presentation of the benefits of such an 
organization, the following resolution was of- 
fered by Miss Annie F. Petty, of Greensboro, 
N. C., and seconded by Mr. W. F. Yust, of 
Louisville: 

“Resolved. That it is deemed inexpedient by those 
participating in this meeting to form a Southern Li- 
brary Association at this time.” 


The resolution was adopted. The discus- 
sion brought out the fact that Mr. William 
Harden, of the Public Library of Savannah, 
Ga., was a charter member of the A. L. A,, 
and his warm advocacy of the national asso- 
ciation was an interesting feature of the dis- 
cussion 

The fourth and last session was called at 
2 p.m., and Mr. Duncan Burnet, librarian of 
the University of Georgia, spoke on the col- 
lege library. He was followed by Mr. Har- 
den, of Savannah, who spoke of the rare 
books in the collection of the Georgia His- 
torical Society of Savannah. The work of 
the Peabody Normal College Library was 
treated by Miss Jennie Lauderdale, librarian 

The progress of library development in 
the South since the meeting of the 
A. L. A. in Atlanta in 1899 was evidenced 
in the symposium of librarians representing 
the new libraries in the South. ‘The discus- 
sion was participated in by Mrs. Annie Smith 
Ross, Carnegie Library, Charlotte, N. C.; 
Miss Laura Elmore, Montgomery Library As- 
sociation, Montgomery, Ala.; Miss Margaret 
Dunlap, Chattanooga Public Library; Mr. 
George B. Utley, Public Library of Jackson- 
ville, Fla.: Mr. W. H. Sargeant, Public Li- 
brary of Norfolk, Va.; Miss Louise Thomp- 
son, Carnegie Library, Ensley, Ala.; Mrs 
Emma Menko, Carnegie Library, Albany, 
Ga.; Miss Annie F. Petty, State Normal 
School, Greensboro, N. C.; Miss Laura Ham- 
mond, Georgia School of Technology Li- 
brary. Of particular interest was the report 
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of Miss Margaret Dunlap, of Chattanooga, in 
the matter of gifts. Miss Dunlap has secured 
over 6000 volumes by public subscription 

On adjournment the visiting librarians were 
entertained in the rooms of the Atlanta Art 
Association, where a representative exhibit of 
paintings by American artists was being held 
This closed the conference, which was the 
most representative ever held in the South, 
and was characterized by the library spir 
which animated the discussions. Much plea 
ure was added to the meeting by the presence 
of Miss L. E. Stearns, of Wisconsin, ; 
Nina E. Browne, of Massachusetts, who had 
come South to lecture to the Southern Library 
School, and whose visit was timed so as to 
include attendance at the meeting 

ANNE WALLACE, Secretary 





BULLETIN WORK OF THE PLAIN- 
FIELD (N. J.) PUBLIC LIBRARY 


Eacu week our two local papers give the 
library about three-quarters of a column to 
fill with library news. While this gives the 
newspaper a certain amount of matter upon 
which it may count, it affords to the library an 
opportunity of keeping itself before the public. 

This space is filled in two ways, by articles 
on our work and by lists. For the former we 
take up something of general interest, such as 
“What Plainfield people read f 


,” and show for 
what purposes people are using the library, 
how they are steadily growing to use it for 
more serious purposes, what authors people 
like best, etc. This was made from analysis 
of the annual report, omitting statistics, but 
telling some of the interesting things that they 
reveal. Other articles have been on “Preser- 
vation of local history,” “The library as an 
information bureau,” “Books as tools,” etc. 
When the number of gifts is sufficient for the 
purpose, a description of these is written, or 
if the library is to give an exhibit, that forms 
subject matter for another article. “Little 
ways in which to help the library” explains 
itself. The library’s published periodical list 
furnished material for an article and enabled 
us to cal] attention to our especially valuable 
serial collection 

Our first bulletin described the plan and 
enumerated some of the “Points of library 
service” as follows: “Do you want a book that 
will help you in your business? Have you a 
paper, a speech, a debate, or a toast to pre- 
pare? Do you want a pleasant story to read 
aloud? Are you preparing for an examina 
tion, civil service or college entrance? Do 
you want to educate yourself by reading the 
best books? Do you want to know which are 
the best books for your children to read? Do 
you want to read up in any line, and do not 
know with which books to begin? Do you 
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ks that you can carry in your 
train If you are a 
like to know l 


want little boo 
nocket t j +} 
pocket ( read on tiie 


uld you not ibout the 





teacher’s privilege? Do you want a good book 
f games? If in these or in other ways which 
may suggest themselves, the public library can 


ve of service to you call at the library, or ac 
he librarian, Public Library, Plainfield 
or by mail will receiv 


prompt attention, and effort will be made in 








every case to put the resources of the library 
l mmand.’ 


he inquirer’s « 

We also had slips printed, postal card size, 
stating that the Courier-News and the Datly 
Press publish each week lists on timely sub 
ry } } } re 
jects, and other brary news These were 


V tipped to the flv-leaves of new book 





lhe plan was thus very thoroughly advet 
tised 

Though article re written from time to 
time, oftener the spa s filled by annotated 
book lists on me special topic, with an o«¢ 
casional unannotated list of book udded 


Timeliness, either general or local, usually de 


termines the topic to be bulletined, as it goes 


without saying that much of one’s work 

done when we have only to take advantage of 
interest already aroused. The Russo-Japan 
ese war, for example, suggested bulletins on 


Japan and upon Russia, and lists of books by 
e the local quest n 


Russian authors, and whi 
of municipal ownership of the 
was being agitated in the papers, a brief an 
notated list of the best books was prepared on 
this topic. When a topic is a disputed one, 
care is taken to list the best on both sides, and 
to make brief annotations, showing the scope 
of the book or article, the writer's position, 
etc 
We rarely make complete lists of all the 
library contains on a given topic, as our end 
is better served by stimulating the seeker for 
information with a selective list than by show 
ing the voluminousness of the subject, which 
in many cases would only discourage. Our 
lists, moreover, are of far more value if we 
weed out the superseded, and otherwise val 


much of the valu 


water supply 


ueless material In fact, 
of a public library lies in its ability to direct 





readers, and this it can do by the aid of it 
bibliographical tools. True, a library’s sel 

tion of books is in some sense evaluation, 
though this is so in inverse ratio to tts age 
and its s So if in anv real way it is t 

guide peo n their reading, it 1 licate 
the relative value of its bool ind d m 
inate between the best bool for the ent 
and the best for the general reader. If a list 
for example, of popular | son the Colonial 
period is made, the list is headed “Best pop- 
ular books, etc.,” and a note led to the 
effect that further material \ be supplied to 
those wishing to go more deeply into the his- 
tory of this period, while tl ndividual an 










= 





notation shows 
book listed. 

When we publish lists for any special class 
of workers, such as “Best books for the steam 
engineer,” or “A dozen good books for teach- 
ers,” we further see that they reach those for 
whom they are intended by sending copies to 
Is respectively. 





the scope or value of each 


the factories and school 

Not all our lists are by any means of what 
library workers term “classed” or “non-fiction 
books.” The effort is to raise the standard of 
quality, regardless of form, form being in 
itself of no particular consequence. So, for 
example, we take advantage of the summer 
season when the average person is reading for 
amusement rather than for instruction, to 
bring out such lists as “Good stories for sum- 
mer reading,” “Some good essays,” “Cheerful 
stories to read aloud,” “A group of American 
humorists,” “One hundred good short stories,” 
etc. Similar lists for children are made, as 
“Fairy tales for children,” “Poems that tell 
stories” (this was taken from the Pratt Insti- 
tute bulletin, with many additions), “Books 
that the library recommends to young people” 
(this list was in three parts, the first for chil- 
dren under eleven, the second for those from 
eleven to fourteen, the third for older boys 
and girls). Such lists as the library recom- 
mends require more care, for if the library is 
to acquire any real leadership in reading, it 
can only be by conscientious care in its recom- 
mendations sooks of fiction and juvenile 
books, especially, we usually find it safer to 
read first 

For the times when no special topic suggests 
itself lists are made up in advance, such as 
“Attractive editions of famous books.” In 
this attention was called to our policy of pro- 
viding standard books in good attractive edi- 
tions, as there is no question but that a book 
in good make-up will circulate many more 
times than the same book with poor type and 
nean binding 

Effort is also made to bring out the litera- 
ture of various occupations, as “Recent books 
for teachers,” “Home decoration,” “List on 
carpentry,” “Some good cookery books,” 
“Books of interest to lawyers,” “Recent books 
for the clergy and other religious teachers,” 
“Books for the municipal worker,” etc. With 
a view of interesting men more widely a series 
of business bulletins is under way. That on 
“Banking” was submitted to a prominent 
banker before publication. Others in the se- 
ries will be on “Printing,” “Qualities neces- 
sary for success in business.” The various 
trades will also be bulletined. 

For after use of these bulletins we are 
grouping them roughly by subject, and plac- 
ing them in binders. Later those of sufficient 
importance will be filed in envelopes, each 
with its class number, and a bibliography card 
entered in the catalog. Each list is dated, so 
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that it may be readily brought to date at any 
time. 

In making these lists bulletins of other li- 
braries are freely used, often as suggestive, 
but occasionally borrowed outright. In such 
cases credit is of course given to the compil- 
ing library 

It is evident that this cannot be done with- 
out an expenditure of considerable time and 
thought, and the question that presents itself 
to every busy librarian is—‘“Does it pay?” 
After fair trial I am convinced that it is one 
of the things that distinctly pays, and though 
it may be said, perhaps, that the results are 
intangible, they are, nevertheless, 
may not unfairly point to tl 
of an evident growth in appreciation of t 
value of our library. It keeps the library be- 
fore the people; it has improved the quality 
and increased the quantity of books read; it 
has increased the number and value of gifts: 
it helps to convince people that the public 
library is the place to go for material for an 
editorial, a sermon, a paper or debate; for 
books which will help one in one’s occupation 
in life, be it trade, profession or business; or 
for any philanthropic, religious or municipal 
work in which one may be engaged; that it 
provides the means both for self culture, and 
for mere amusement or recreation; that it 
stands for no one school of thought on any 
subject, but strives to present the best in all, 
and further, it helps enforce the fact that the 
library is not merely a distributor of books, 
but to those who wish so to make use of it, an 
evaluator of them, and, to sum up, it is one of 
the forces helping materially to make the | 
brary a strong educational force in the com- 
munity. 


iS as OMe cause 


Emma L. Apams 


CARNEGIE FREE LIBRARY, AL- 
LIANCE, OHIO 

WHEN a library building is a Carnegie gift 
to a town it is sometimes not fully appre- 
ciated by the citizens, or it may be a subject 
of critical comment in other towns, where the 
citizens have built their own libraries or have 
declined Mr. Carnegie’s offers ard no library 
building exists. There is perhaps some jus- 
tice in this attitude, because what people do 
for themselves they appreciate most fully, and 
those who accept gifts are likely to be viewed 
with slight criticism by others, who do not 
need donations or will not receive them. 

Like everything else, however, this partic- 
ular library problem has more than one point 
of view. No city is really independent any 
more than is any individual. There is no such 
condition in government or society as | abso- 
lute independence. Consequently, a commu- 
nity which takes pride in the fact that it has 
built its own library, though having some 
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reason to be proud, may not have been really 
much more democratic than the » which a 
epts a gift from an outsider. Indeed, the 
former is probably more aristocratic, 

me of its citizens have sufficient 
fortunes to contribute directly and generously 


to the enterprise, or to so increase the c1 


since 


amassed 














ceipts that a library can be | by 
ds 
In i sm ll city | e wealth is f Vv even 
distributed, people may treat [ 1 of 
rary building in one of two w Eithe 
y must do witl i iry until suffici 
f the money of the town is amassed by a few 
people, wl will then have the means and 
eisu ob vy a library bu ng o1 1eir 
nunity, or they ist accept Mr. ¢ 
gie’s generous offer and its conditions 
In the little city of Alliance, Ohio, there is 
population of about 12,000 busy people, so 
bed in the gaining of material comforts 
I he ves i d their city so burdened 
Ww the expenses f well paved streets and 
similar improvements that they have had littl 
time or money to devote to libraries \ 
} } ’ 


1 
rary building seemed an unnec 





Hence, the very desire f books had to be 
fostered before the thought of a | ry of 
any size would be entertained by the con 
iin , 

The natural channel in which to work f 
an interest in books and educational advanc 
ment is the school system Children soon 


value good literature, if 
given an opportunity to torm a taste tor it 
In Alliance the l 


uilding. No library of any kind was in ex 


irn to 
children brought the 
stence, except a smali ce llection of books cir- 

lating as a public 1900, 
Then a few more volumes were added to 
hose already provided for school use, and 
this library of about 2000 volumes was opened 
to the public in a room of the high school 
building From this modest beginning in- 
terest in the movement was so aroused that 
in 1903 Mr. Carnegie’s offer of $25,000 was 
accepted and the new library was built on a 
given by the 


school library, until 


r 


corner of the high school lawn, 
board of education 

The building is similar to many of the 
smaller libraries. Its main octagonal court, 
with pillared openings into the reference, 
stack and work rooms, children’s department 
and reading rooms gives an ideal delivery 
room for a small library. The location of the 
delivery desk is such that the attendant com- 
mands a view of every part of the main floor 
of the building. A committee room and 
ladies’ club room on the second floor are 
smal] luxuries much appreciated, as are also 
the well finished and light basement rooms, 
intended for gymnasium, but used for debat- 
ing clubs, sketching classes and many assem- 
blages of like nature. 
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[he materials used in the construction of 
th library are of the best Light colored 
pressed brick, with foundations, steps, cor- 
nices, pillars, etc., of stone, form the exterior 
of the building. Dark filled and rubbed q 
ter sawed oak is used for the interior fini 
I eh l, except in t 

' ‘ ‘ e is tile 1 One 

f the $25,000 g f ding t 
brary equipm been purch ! 
ern and good é wit t 5 
nd ] ivy ¢ t ( d | “ 

nets 

N att pt ! » construct a 
fire Of building I 1 have been 
1 t imp ible with t ble ! 

necessary, when th ng ap 
ratus is n n the bi 5 
lawn in the high sch 1 g | iving 
oft expens ett tun tor r 
venien s and helpe i the D1! v 
I ( gas a wh light, ¢ 1 pract l 
for library purpose Lo R 


SERVICE OF THE PUBLIC LIBRARY 


m the wrth report f Washington County 


[He functions of a library are manifold 
but still may all be summed up in one word 


Service 


lo that end we systematize sur work, keep 
our records, catalog, etc., with the strictest 
care;— send out our deposit stations, study 


ing the wishes and tastes of each community: 
k for Sunday schools which may be helped 
—leave nothing undone which may bring the 
boys and girls to the room and 
keep them there; stimulate by all means in 
our power the use of the library by the 
send out our book wagon; in short, 


1 
100 


children’s 


schools ; 
conserve our various interests and multiply 
others, but in the retrospect of these daily 
activities, it is well to remember that after 
all the highest service which a library renders 
can never be incorporated in any report, 
since it can do no better thing than to give 
pleasure — just plain pleasure to a large num 
be r of people It 
in various ways, by the gradual intellectua 
advancement, by the slow uplift of the mora 
tone of the community, by the increase in 
material prosperity, for since a general in 
crease in education produces a more intelli 
gent class of wage earners, the public li 
brary certainly has this effect; still these 
are only means to a greater though intang! 
ble ultimate purpose, the enrichment of life, 
the expansion and the cultivation of all pow 
ers which make for happiness. 

And the great army of men and women 
who use our public libraries read because it 
gives them pleasure — because through books 


may accomplish this end 

















































they are lifted out of the dull routiue of 
every day life, their imaginations are quick- 
ened and for the brief space that the book 
holds them in thrall the colors of life assume 
a brighter tint. This is the greatest service 
literature ever performs lo increase from 
year to year the roll of those who know 
what this pleasure is, and to help them year 
after year to find it in an ever ascending 
scale of literature must always be the clear 
high aim of the public library. 


IS A LIBRARY A MONUMENT? 


AN interesting decision rendered in a re- 
cent California law suit affirms that a library 
building may reasonably be defined as a 
“monument” to a deceased person. The case 
in question concerns the will of the late 
George H. Fancher, of Merced, Cal., and the 
decision was given in a petition by Jonathan 
W. Fancher, Jr., for an order restraining the 
executors of the George Fancher estate from 
using certain funds of the estate to erect a 
free public library im Merced, as a “monu- 
ment” to the late Mr. Fancher. The para- 
graphs of Mr. Fancher’s will on which the ex- 
ecutors founded their purpose were as foi- 
lows 

“Fourteenth—I set apart from my estate for my 
funeral expenses and proper interment of my re 
mains and a suitable monument to my memory, 

25,000 

“Fifteenth—It is my request to have my remains 
buried on my Bear Creek ranch, in township 7 south, 
range 15 east, Mount Diablo base and meridian.” 

The executors, in answer to the petition ot 
the contestant, thus stated their intentions: 

“First—Bury the remains of the deceased 
on the Bear Creek ranch at a point south cf 
the Santa Fe railrcad reservation and eas* 
of the Merced and Bennett ranch public road 

“Second—Erect over the grave of deceased 
a granite monument ten feet high and six feet 
square, etc., and on the side of said monument 
facing said public road, in large letters, place 
the following inscription: ‘George H. Fan- 
cher. Born, New York, 1828. Died, Califor- 
nia, 1900. Founder of George H. Fancher 
Memorial Free Library, Merced, Cal 

“Third—Construct on a suitable lot in some 
public and prominent place in the city of 
Merced a fireproof library building, to be used 
as and for a free public library by the citizens 
of Merced County, said building to be named, 
known as and called the George H. Fancher 
Memorial Free Library, and to be known, 
used and maintained as such, and in some 
suitable place in said building, to be reserved 
therefor, to place a tablet of marble or other 
suitable inscription to the memory of said 
deceased.” 

They added that the board of trustces of 
the city of Merced had expressed their wil- 
lingness to accept the building as a trust and 
assume the duty of maintaining a free public 
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library therein, and to care for the grounds 
and preserve the memorial tablet 

[The decision, which was rendered by Su- 
perior Judge Rector, of Merced County, de- 
nied the petition for a restraining order in 
the following statement “One definition of 
the word ‘monument,’ found in all standard 
dictionaries, is the term ‘a building.’ 

“The structure proposed to be erected by 
the defendant executors is certainly a build- 
ing That it would be monumental to the 
memory of the deceased seems to the court 
equally certain. The term ‘Memorial Library’ 
is a familiar one in this country. As it 1s 
proposed to make it fireproof, it will, in all 
probability, be as enduring as a marble or 
granite shaft would be. The deceased left 
it entirely to the executors as to what would 
be a suitable monument. We are not to in- 
quire beyond their decision, as long as it 1s 
reasonable. Viewed from that standpoint, 
the court sees no ground upon which to step 
in and restrain them They have followed 
the wishes of the deceased to have his re- 
mains buried on the Bear Creek ranch, and 
have chosen as public a place thereon as can 
well be found, and propose to mark the spot 
in a most public and enduring manner. Upon 
this gravestone, or monument, there is to be 
inscribed a clear and suitable reference to 
the greater or more distinctive monument in 
the nearest city (Merced), which is the 
county seat and was the home of the deceased 
at the time of and for a long time prior to his 
death. This, as a plan to commemorate the 
deceased, seems to the court perfectly rea- 
sonable and proper.” 

It is probable that an appeal will be taken, 
so that the erection of the “monument” pro- 
posed is not yet assured. 


ITALIAN LITERATURE IN AMERICAN 
LIBRARIES 

A section of the International Exhibition 
to be held at Milan, Italy, in 1906, will be de- 
voted to “Italians abroad,” and will be or 
ganized to show all printed matter which can 
be collected concerning the Italian emigration 
to foreign countries and al] literature relating 
to the life of Italians in tnese countries. The 
librarian of the Biblioteca Nazionale di Brera 
requests all public libraries in the United 
States that have established special branches 
for Italians, formed special collections of 
Italian literature, and published catalogs, find- 
ing lists, or any printed matter for the use of 
Italian patrons, to be good enough to forward 
copies to Giuseppe Fumagalli, Direttore della 
Biblioteca Nazionale di Brera, Milano, Italy 

It is hoped that a liberal and prompt re- 
sponse to this request will be made by ail! 
American libraries interested 


J. I. Wver, Jr, 


Secretary American Library Association. 
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State Library Commissions 


LeaGuE OF Liprary ComMISssIONs, Mis3 
Alice S. Tyler, secretary, lowa State Library 
Commission, Des Moines 

A meeting of the executive committee of 
the League of Library Commissions was held 
in Indianapolis on Dec. 13. Besides holding 
business sessions, the members of the league 
were given opportunity to study the work 
of the Indiana Public Library Commission, 
and to visit the library school recently es 
tablished under the commission’s auspices at 
the Winona Technica! Institute. A reception 
in honor of the visitors was held at the Tech- 
nical Institute on the evening of Dec. 13 
The business transacted at the meeting in 
cluded the passage of a resolution urging 
the library commissions represented in the 
league to ask their senators and congres 
men to co-operate with the Governor of 
Alaska in taking the necessary steps te secure 
for Alaska a library commission whose first 
efforts shall be directed toward establishing 
a system of travelling libraries 


State Library Hssociations 


ALABAMA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


President: Thomas M. Owen, Department 
of Archives and History, Montgomery. 

Secretary: Junius M. Riggs, State Supreme 
Court Library, Montgomery 

Treasurer: Miss Laura Elmore, Carnegie 
Library, Montgomery. 

The second annual meeting of the Ala- 
bama Library Association was held in Mo 
bile, December 4-6, 1905 [he association 
was organized and held its first meeting in 
Montgomery November 21, 1904. The Mobile 
meeting showed growth in membership and in 


interest, and gave encouragement for the 


future. The attendance was representative, 
and the social features of the several sessions 
added much to the pleasure of all Dr 


Thomas M. Owen and all of the old officers 
were re-elected and their administration was 
enthusiastically endorsed 

The first session was called to order at 
eight o'clock on the evening of Monday, Dec 
4, in the small lecture room of the Y. M. C. A 
building, when a few words of welcome were 
said by A. C. Harte, secretary of the Y. M 
C. A. President Owen presided. In the ab 
sence of the secretary, Junius M. Riggs, Miss 
Laura Elmore was appointed secretary p? 
tem. The invocation was delivered by Rt 
Rev, Edward P. Allen, Bishop of the Catholic 
Diocese of Mobile; Mayor Lyons gave an 
address of welcome; and “The greeting of the 
libraries” was extended by Hon. Peter Hamil 
ton, of Mobile, who then presented an in 
structive review of “Alabama literature.” 
President Owen then read his annual 
address, reviewing at length library con 
ditions and opportunities in Alabama and 
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suggesting the following recommendations 
adoption of suitable provisions for the 
a system of travelling 


ssociation; that all members 
n, as tar as possible, join 
rary Association and sub 
ABRARY JOURNAL and Public 
e of resolutions of thanks 


| 
Federation of Women’s 


of its travelling libraries; 





resolution urging provision 
y summer school; provision 
tor a committee on school libraries to co-oper 


ate with a like committee from the Alabama 


Educational Association 


On Tuesday morning the association was 
called to order at ten clo« k, the first item 
being an address on “The library as an edu 
cational force,” by Dr. Charles C. Thach, of 
Auburn. The report of the executive council 
showed a healthy condition of the affairs of 
the association; three formal meetin had 
been held by the council during the year 
Papers on “Fiction in public lbrari 
by Mrs Cheresa Miller, of Eufaula, and 
“Practical suggestions on school libraries,” 
by Miss Nimmo Greene, of Montgomery, 


were read by title, in the absence of the writ 
ers Miss Addie Moses, librarian of the 
Mobile Library, gave a paper on “The trials 
of a library pioneer,” setting forth the his 
tory of the Mobile institution, which was es 
tablished through her efforts in 1874, as the 
first subscription circulating library in Mo 
bile. Her address was delightful in its spirit 
and enthusiasm, and in its mingling of pet 
sonal and historical reminiscence. This closed 
the morning session, and in the afternoon the 
members were entertained at the home of the 
Hon. Peter Hamilton 

A stereopticon lecture on Alabama by Dr 
Owen, president of the association, was the 
feature of the evening session The attend 
ance was large, the seating capacity of the 
hall being taxed The lecture proved most 
interesting and instructive Some _ seventy 
five pictures were shown, among them illus 
trations of Alabama life and affairs from De 
Soto to the present date, state flags, views. 
scenes and maps 

Wednesday morning’s session showed a 


large increase in attendance The re port ¢ 
the treasurer was read, and various commu 
cations presented. Resolutior ed, 


1 is Were pa 
thanking the A] ibama Federation « f Women's 
Clubs for its recent gift of travelling librari 
directing the installation of a system of trav 


elling libraries by the association; d 
tending thanks for the hospitality and | 
come of the Mobile host The f wil 
important resolution, offered by Mr. Hart 
was adopted, after a full discu 

Resol i, That it is the er ft \ tion 
that a course in library the 
University [of Alabama] Summe f not it 
consistent with plans alread l 1 af t 
car be done without em! i re ri t 


It is believed that the university authorities 
will favorably respond 
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rhe committee on nominations made its 
report, and in accordance the following officers 
were elected for the ensuing year: 

President, Dr. Thomas M. Owen, 
gomery; vice-presidents, Mr. A. C, 
Mobile; Dr. C. C. Thach, Auburn; 
\ Sayre Un of labama: 
M Montgomery ; 


Mont- 
Harte, 
Dr. H 
secretary, 
Riggs, treasurer, 
a M. Elmore, Montgomery; execu- 
“il, Dr. J. A. H. Phillips, Birming- 
s Sara Callen, Montevall Prof 
Christenberry, Greensboro; Prof. W. E 

Gadsden; Miss Frances Higgins, 


versity 
unit 


s Laur 


s Frances Higgins read 
by Mrs, Kate M. J: 


Library, 1 


children’s 

careful and ex- 
lopment of library 
and the 


Selma, on 


put 


{ libraries,” 


the dev 


, lic 
i v1 


vy of 


children, 3 importance, 


Buchner spoke at length on the 
conditions of the University of 
\labama, and then dealt with “The use of li- 
braries in instruction,” emphasizing 
the great value of the library as an aid in 
“freeing the school from the tyranny of the 
texthook,” and giving information and prac- 
tical suggestions regarding co-operation be- 
tween school and library. Mrs. F. H. Hap- 
per, librarian of the Mobile Y. M. C. A., read 
a paper on “Early American poetry ;” and the 
next paper, on “Library work in the public 
schools of Jefferson county,” was summarized 
by the president in the absence of Prof. S. A. 
Ellis of Birmingham This gave an account 
of an effort being put forth for a central li- 
brary from which small libraries will be cir- 
culated, to reach every school in the county 
Luncheon was then served by the Y. M. C. A 
At the afternoon session, Prof. Douglas 
Allen, of the First District Agricultural 
School, Jackson, read a paper on “Books as 
factors in scientific agriculture.” George W. 
Jones, president of the Central Trades Coun- 
cil, of Mobile, spoke on “How to interest 
laboring men in public libraries.” This was 
effective and practical, recommending that 
libraries keep on file and readily accessible 
ies of the magazines and publications of 
various organized crafts; that lists of 
industrial and other books be circulated in 
shops and factories, and that small collec- 
tions of such books be sent in the same way 
for working men to select from; and that l- 
braries use the newspapers more constantly 
for the dissemination of lists and library infor- 
mation. The other subjects considered were 
“The library and men,” by A. C. Harte, sec- 
retary of the Y. M. C. A.; and “The travelling 
library work of the Alabama Federation of 
Women’s Clubs,” by Mrs. C. T. Randall, 
read by Mrs. Erwin Craighead. Prof. D. P. 
Christenberry was asked to speak informally 
on “The rural library movement.” 
The papers read will be published in the 
formal proceedings of the meeting. 


needs 


} 
school 
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LIBRARY 

President 
brary, San 

Secretary: 
Library, San Francisco. 

Treasurer: Miss Anna Fossler, Library U1 
versity of California, Berkeley 

The association has issued as circular 
4, a general summary of the work done during 
1905. The year, it is pointed out, “has been 
a momentous one California librari 
mainly on account of the Pacific Co 
meeting of the A. L. A. Librarians are urge 
to put themselves in touch with the nationa 
association and libr: ry periodical 
and to work for the higher effectiveness of th 
state association By reducing the numbe 
of meetings yearly from eight to four, a use 
ful concentration of energy has been obtained 
“The tendency should be still further in th 
direction. Our state is unusually large, mai 
of us are isolated from the benefit derived 
from frequent contact with the fellow mem 
bers of our profession. In order to fulfil its 
purpose as a state organization, the C. L. A 
must cover the whole territory.” During tl 
past two years the membership of the as 
ciation has more than doubled 


ASSOCIATION OF CALIFORN 


Joy Lichtenstein, Public 
Francisco 
Miss Anna L. Pub 


Sawyer, 


Tr 
tor 


1 ” 
Snip, 


with the 


{1 LIBRAR) 


OLUMBI 
IN 


CIATIt 


President: George F. Bowerman, Pu 
Library 

Secretary: Earl G. Swem, Library 
gress, Copyright Office 

Treasurer: Wm. S$ 
Documents 

The &oth regular meeting was held in th 
lecture hal] of the Washington Public L: 
brary on Wednesday evening, Dec. 13, 1905. In 
the absence of the president and of the vic« 
presidents, the secretary called the meeting to 
order at 815 o'clock, and Mr. Edward L 
Burchard was elected chairman for the even 
ing. After the reading and approval of the 
minutes of the November meeting, the an 
nual reports of the secretary and treasurer 
were presented, showing that 36 new mem 
bers had joined the association during the 
year and that a balance’ of $151.16 was on 
hand in the treasury on Dec. 13, 1905 

The annual election of officers being nex 
in order, the chair appointed Mr. W. D. 
Goodard and Mr. H. T. Dougherty as tellers, 
who proceeded to collect and count the bal- 
lots. During the count Professor Frederick 
V. Coville, of the Department of Agriculture, 
delivered the address of the evening on 
“Botanical libraries of the District of Colum- 
bia.” He said that in the early days of 
Washington scientific book collections there 
was little systematic purchasing of botanical 
books. The first real botanical library dates 
from the organization of the Department of 
Agriculture in 1868. During the last 20 years, 
however, there has been great development in 


Burns, Jr., Office 
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Among the 
llowing 


neress 


nan 
property 
lection is 
ge and in 
The hbrary Jational Museum, which 
f many botanical 
ongress, including 


last-named co! 


Professor 
reen, consisting of about 4000 
in pre-Linnzan books, includ 
’ sewhere to be found in Wash 
ington. The museum is also to become the 
possessor of the library of Captain John Don- ar) 
nell Smith, of Baltimore, of about 1200 beau- ‘ole, of the Statute 
tifully bound volumes vany ; 2d vice-president, M1 
[he library of the Office of the Surgeon’ chard, chief of the Order vis ibrary 
General. which also contains a small but use- of Congress; secretary, Mr irl Swem, 
ful collection, including some valuable works of the Copyright Office; treasurer, Mr. Wil 
on diatoms and alge iam S. Burns, Jr., Office of the Superintendent 
The library of the Department of Agricul of Documents Members of the exe 
ture, the largest botanical] library in Washing utive committee: Mr B. Guittard, librarian 
ton, containing about 77.350 volumes. The of the Coast and Geodetic Survey; Miss Bea 
general bearing of this collection is in the trice C. Oberly, Lil of the Department 
direction of economic and systematic botany. of Agriculture; Miss ily A. Spilman, of 
The Geological Survey also possesses a the Public Library 
noteworthy lot of books not elsewhere to be Mr. Burchard dec! hice of second 
found in the District. The Fatent Office li- vice-president on accou ain special 
brary contains a few very interesting old work which he had plann [ the future 
botanical works, including the “Gardener's On motion the ta s authorized t 
: cast the ballot of ciation for Mr. C 
private collections of note is H, Hastings, 1 Distribution Section 
re Holm, of Brookland, rich of the Library ss for second vi 
president. Mr. Burns ; leclined 
an interesting term as tre urert t } 


Department 


perative pur 
chasing botanica ks. The first step 


taken 


f boo 
steps also taken to se 
he necessary official authoriza 
i Mention was made of the un 
standing between the Department of Agni- ition 
culture and the Library of Congress > officers named ( were 
form the latter promptly of offers of early in addition an ;% : mmittes 
desirable books appt inted, consisting ¢ 
The speaker exhibited photographic copies brarian of the Jacksonvill 


of a number of rare books of which the orig- and A, A. Murphree, 
inals are not obtainable In several such Female College, Tallah 





30 THE LIBRARY JOURNAL 


state 
car- 


of progress from various parts of the 
were made, but no regular program was 
ried out. On Dec. 28 Mr. Utley gave an ad 
dress be fore the Educational Association on 
“The public library in relation to the school,” 
giving practical suggestions for the establish- 
ment of libraries in towns or larger places 
and urging especially that libraries be placed 
on a basis of municipal support. At its close 
it was Voted, That the subject of “Libraries” 
be repre sented at each succeeding progtam of 
the Education Association conference 

lhe Florida Library Association was organ 
red in 1001, and has since then held an annual 
meeting in connection with the Educational 
Association; but as there were only two or 
ry workers in the state — indeed, 
the librarian of Stetson University, 
whose whole time was devoted to the work — 
the membership was, and is, mostly composed 
of teachers It is hoped that the establish- 
ment of the Jacksonville Public Library — 
the only free public library in the state — and 
the growing interest in libraries, may increase 
the membership and activities of the library 
association during the coming year and that 
at its next meeting it may be able to present a 
regular program and hold something more 
than merely a business session. 


i 
lib 


NEW LIBRARY {SSOCIATION 
President: M. D. Bisbee, Dartmouth Col- 
lege Library, Hanover 


Miss H. L 


HAMPSHIRI 


Johnson, Free Li- 


Secretary } 
brary, Berlin 
Treasurer: Miss Edith 


brary, Massachusetts 


Simmons, City Li- 


When it is said that a meeting of the New 
Hampshire Library Association was held on 
Dec. 12, 1905, in the lecture room of Miss 
Garland’s new library building in Dover, N. 
H., the success and enjoyment of the two ses- 
sions may be taken for granted. The attrac- 
tiveness of this new “shrine of St. Andrew” 
(Carnegie) was enhanced by the assistants 
meeting us with hot chocolate and “delica- 
tessen,” appreciated by the many who had 
taken an early cold start 


In 1792 Dover had the 
biel 


first of those social 
libraries which were the nuclei of public li- 
Colonel Daniel Hall, long an effi- 
cient trustee, in greeting the association, gave 
this other interesting facts concerning 
the model development of this library from 
4000 to 34,000 volumes, the institution having 
ever been to Dover more than could be told in 
words 

The pre sident, Professor M. D 
brarian of Dartmouth College, responded to 
Colonel Ha!l with a delightful dry wit, which 
characterized all his presiding and his intro- 
duction of the speakers. His mention of Miss 
Garland’s work (with fellow-officers of the 
A. L. A. and fellow-editors of the Booklist) 
voiced the common feeling that through her 


braries 


ind 


Bisbee, li- 
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remote local conference touched the 
broader library issues 

The regular program opened with a capit 
paper on “Genealogical research,” by My: 
Otis G. Hammond, of the New Hampshire 
State Library. It showed how a dull subje 
can be fanned into glowing interest by having 
as a backlog, mastery of your subject, 
then throwing on humorous and concrete 
lustrations 

An unexpected pleasure came next in he 
ing from Professor George Little, librarian of 
3owdoin College, presence togeth 
with that of a few librarians from Massachu 
setts gave our meeting an unusual feeling 
territorial expansion 

The next two speakers were Miss Clara F 
Brown, of the Concord Public Library, and 
Miss F. Mabel Winchell, city librarian of 
Manchester. Miss Brown, in careful extracts 
from addresses made at Portland, gave a 
“Résumé of the A. L. A. Conference.” Miss 
Winchell by word, photographs and souve 
nirs imparted most interestingly many thin 
not heretofore told the stay-at-homes, giving 
“Glimpses along the route of the A. L. A 
party.” 

A pleasant luncheon was served in 
Unitarian vestry by the ladies of that parish 

The afternoon program was completed by 
representatives of two colleges. Professor R 
W. Husband, now of Dartmouth, lived for 
merly in California, and was the pioneer 
teacher in the wild region near Banff. His 
paper treated of “The library as an inte: 
preter of topics of the day,” and was of a high 
order. Stimulating criticism and _ practical 
suggestion in terse style and thought fol 
lowed upon his postulate that “the library ex 
ists to give borrowers that which it is mos: 
advantageous for them to have.” The public 
librarians present were fortified in their “per 
sistent skepticism” as to the merits of new 
publications by Professor Husband’s plea “for 
limiting the function of the popular book.” 
He proposed creating interest in instructiona 
works by having right at hand in the reading 
room a case of books changing rapidly with 
the events of the day and the seasons, to give 
worth-while information on worth-while cur 
rent topics 

Professor C. W. Scott, of the New Hamp 
shire College at Durham, spoke on “Library 
cranks,” and pricked with genial and whim 
sical satire some foibles of librarians, the pub 
lic, architects and publishers. Hearty af 
plause followed, after which the presiding 
officer, who had been doing profound think 
ing, announced that Dover rhymed with 
clover, and the meeting adjourned as library 
meetings do in this state and presumably else 
where, just in time to catch the train. If the 
association met in order that “the knowledge 
of each might become the possession of al!” 
its object was fulfilled 
GrAcE BLANCHARD, Secretary pro tem. 


our 


whose 


the 





January, 1906] 


NEBRASK 


President: Georg 
ntendent of Sch 


Secretary: M 


versity ot Nebr 


‘ 
wwurer \ 


good 
should 
which 


be 


wish 

things, n 
copies of 
Having these 


ers up wi! 1 do 


pleasure 

Miss Fran 
Woods Memori 
paper on 
brary can do f 
exceeding! 
libraries 
dren's lil 
children 
and encou 
own treast 
aS po 
libr 
be 
to t 
nd thet 
library it 


‘What 


I 
the 


THE LIBRARY 


ICIATION 
State Super- 


should 
depart 


simplified 


JOURNAI 





THE LIBRARY JOURNAL 


morning Mr. J. I. Wyer, Jr., 
Nebraska Library, gave an in- 
for librarians on “Reference 
: ll! library,” which was most 
helpful. He brought out with strongest in- 
sistence that the main thing is for the 1!i- 
brarian to know thoroughly all the material 
which she has in her library, so that every 
that comes into her hands can be used 
and used Careful clipping of the 
daily papers will be worth while. Thorough 
examination of each number of each periodi- 
cal that comes to the library as well as of ali 
books insisted upon 
A suggestive list of the six periodicals most 
useful for reference work in a small library 
was given, also a minimum number of refer- 
ence books necessary ir the small library 
Prof. C. R. Merrifield, Grand Island Co!- 
lege Library, spoke on “The periodical col- 
lection,” telling how he had managed to build 
up a collection of nine hundred and fifty voi- 
umes of periodicals by collecting from the 
town people alone during the past three years 
and of how they were cared for when co!- 
lected. Miss Fannie Geer, Columbus Public 
Library, in her discussion, related her exper- 
iences in the same line of work in a way which 
must have given an inspiration to severa! 
present to go and do likewise 
An appreciation of Miss Rachel Berry, who 
was elected president of the association at 
the last meeting, but died during her term of 
office, was given by Superintendent G. H. 
Uhomas, of McCook 
The session closed with a round table con- 
ducted by Miss Stearns on “The problems of 
a small library.” Miss Stearns’ presence at 
the meeting was an inspiration to all present. 
Her helpful papers and talks, her frank dis- 
cussions and suggestions, her knowledge and 
experience, added greatly to the benefit and 
pleasure derived from each session 
Officers were elected for the ensuing year 
as follows President, Superintendent of 
ools Ger H Thomas, McCook; Ist vice- 
innie Geer, Columbus Pub- 
‘e-president, Miss Mary K 
rary; secretary, Miss 
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Ke nnedy, State 


et ' dward S. Evans, Assistant 

tate Librarian, Richmond 

Tre sure Miss Mary ( Lacy, Virginia 
Polvtechn Institute, Blackburg 

The Virginia Library Association was or- 
ganized in Richmond on Dec. 6, 1905, when a 


constitution was adopted and officers elected 
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as follows: President, John P. Kennedy 
state librarian; Ist vice-president, W. H. S 
geant, librarian Norfolk Public Library; 
vice-president, John S. Patten, University 
Virginia; secretary, Edward S. Evans, ass 
ant state librarian; treasurer, Miss Mary 
Lacy, librarian Virginia Polytechnic Instit 
Blackburg; executive committee, S. §S 
Patteson, J. C. Metcalf, Alice B. Dug 
Mrs. C. E, Hartsook 

[he constitution gives the 
association as being “for the promotion < 
closer intercourse among librarians and all 
terested in library work in Virginia, and t 
further library interests in general” and adds 
“and we hereby recognize the state library 
pre-eminent in the library field of Virgin 
and in like manner the Library of Congress 
in the national library field.” A regular an 
nual meeting is provided for, with other meet 
ings to be held in the discretion of the execu 
tive committee. “The executive committe: 
shall hold monthly meetings in the state li 
brary in the city of Richmond.” Membership 
dues are $1 a year. “Local representation” i 
provided for, as follows: “The executive 
committee shall appoint a representative in 
each county whose business it shall be to keep 
in touch with the library interests of his or 
her county, correspond with the main organi 
zation and make such reports to the state li 
brary as the librarian of that institution shall 
deem necessary for the furtherance of library 
interests throughout the state.” Another pr: 
vision deals with “local organizations”: “Any 
local association consisting of not less than 
five members may become an associate mem 
ber of this association upon an affirmative 
vote of the executive committee. The an 
nual dues of each local association shall b 
one dollar. This association shall give such 
associate members possible aid in the 
furtherance of local library work.” 

At a meeting of the executive 
held Dec. 13 in Richmond, it 
that all funds not needed f 
f the association should | 
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many con vithout 


ti \ such 
[he association will give $100 worth of 


metitn 


tions 
beoks to any community producing a simi] 
sum from other sources \ guarantee will 
ilso be exacted, pledging the support of tl 
community to the library thus established; 

failure to I 


and in the event of carry th 
obligation into effect, library becomes 

property of the association. It is believed 
that in addition to the funds accruing from 
annual dues considerable money may be 

cured from private persons interested in this 
establishing libraries throughou 


method of 
the 


tate 
State. 
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Library Clubs 


CHICAGO LIBRARY CLUB 


President: Mary Eileen Ahern, Public Li- 
braries, 156 Wabash avenue 
Secretary: Evva L. Moore, Oak Park Pub- 
lic Library 
Treasurer ~ A 
Library 
The December meeting of the Chicago Li- 
brary Club was called to order at 8.15 p.m. on 
the 14th ult., the president, Miss Ahern, in 
the chair, and 30 members and friends in at- 
tendance 
It was moved to refer to the executive 
committee the subject of co-operating with 
the Municipal Museum in presenting the sub- 
ject of libraries to audiences in South Park 
field houses 
A letter from the secretary of the A. L. A 
was read, urging al] librarians to work with 
their Congressmen against the proposed tarift 
on books imported by libraries 
The subject of the evening was then 
duced by Mr. Leupp, of John Crerar Library, 
n a discussion of “Contact with the public.” 
He urged the careful study by the loan cl 
only of the resources of his own library, 
of all neighboring libraries He 
should take all free government publications 
and should know where other publicati 
too expensive perhaps 


for his library 

take) can be found. He should take 
care in discovering exactly what material a 
reader wants It was also suggested that 
friendly rivalry between neighboring libraries 
often proves a spur to more thorough work 
Mr. Smith, of the Chicago Public Library, 
spoke of what his library tries to do for the 
public in aiding all who come and teaching 
them to use catalog and indexes 

Mr. Larson, of the reference department of 
the same library, divided attendants into three 
classes: 1, those who are attentive and cour- 
teous; 2, those who are attentive and not 
courteous; 3, those who are not attentive and 
not courteous; while his readers were classed 
as 1, those who know what they want; 2, those 
who have only a general idea of what they 
want; 3, those who do not know what they 
want and are not ready to be satisfied by any 
efforts in their behalf 

Miss Elliott corroborated Mr. Smith’s state- 
iment that most of the friction between libra- 
rians and the public was caused by the adher- 
that, while in a bank 


Larson, Chicago Public 


intro- 


erK, 


also 


ence to necessarv rules; 
these are accepted by people as a matter of 
course, they are chafed under in a library 
The necessity of working from the reader’s 
point of view was emphasized by Miss 
Thayne, of Scoville Institute, while Miss Van 
Horn, of Lake Forest, questioned whether it 
is always wise to encourage reading, especial- 
ly among women who neglect their daily 
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work for the sake of a very mediocre type « 
fiction. Miss Wright told of work with for 
eigners trying to educate themselves by means 
of the public library 

The difficulty experienced by the general 
public in using indexes and catalogs, and the 
value of the personal element were given by 
Miss Durkee and Miss Abbott, the latter add 
ing that, while the attendant may offer better 
suggestions, it sh done as by one who 
handles so many books that she naturally 
knows her books well, but not as the advice of 
a person who knows the subject in hand bet 
ter than does the enquiring reader 

A general discussion followed, led by 
Routzahn, of the Municipal Museum, 
protested egainst the large clement of institu 
tionalism prevailit n so many librarie 

RENEE B. Stern, Secretary p 
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Secretary-treasurer J H 
Stewart Free Library, Corinna 

Ihe sixth annual meeting of the 
Maine Library Club was held in 
Foxcroft Academy, Foxcroft, on y 
Dec. 7, 1905 After formal opening by the 
president, and prayer by Rev. H. W 


President 


the hall 


Thursday 


Dr. E. A. Thompson, of Dover, wl 
beautiful librar yuilding to 
livered i a if f welci 
was mad l 
University f \ 

rhe first paper 
ter, on “Value ol local 
largely with the gathering 
local records and materials of history in th 
Stewart Free Library at Corinna. He said in 
conclusion “After this collection is mad 
it should be put in some form which wii! 
make it readily The family genealo 
gies should be arranged in alphabetical 
[he inscriptions from the cemeteries sh 
be arranged in the 


same manner, each one by 
themselves. Everything should be 
in the same m 


filed away 
you would make vout 
card catalog. If you can get them printed 
so much the better, but until you can get 
things in shape for a town history typewritten 
answer every purpose. Supplements 
iny department at P 
The discussion was participated in by 
M Estabrook, Mr Jones, and Dr 
of Colby College A round-table 
ion followed for half an hour upon the 
following topics How c } tax- 
payer be interested in the library and can he 
be accorded any special privilege Wi it 
are the best period 1] r an demy < 
high school? What per cent of 
be added to the town 
ence books should be included in a 
3000 to 4000 volumes? 
A memorial address 
vices of the la 
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state librarian, was given by Arthur J. Rob- 
erts, of Colby College, and at its close a com- 
mittee was appointed to draft suitable resolu- 
tions 

Luncheon was served at the Blethen House, 
Dover, and many of the members visited the 
attractive little Dover Public Library. At 
the afternoon session the subject, “Co-opera- 
tion of the public library with the schools,” 
was opened by H. R. Williams, of the Fox- 
croft schools, and led to some general dis- 
cussion. A. Gertrude Earl, pastor of the 
Dover Universalist Church, gave an address 
on “The value of the library to the com- 
munity,” and Mr. H. M. Estabrooke spoke 
on “The importance of Maine,” urging li- 
brarians to maintain bureaus of information 
on the history, politics, industries and activi- 
ties of their state, and to aid in the develop- 
ment of Maine bibliography. The commit- 
tee on resolutions then submitted the follow- 


ing memorial resolutions, which were 
adopted : 

“As members of the Eastern Maine Library Club 
we wish to record our profound sorrow at the death 
of the late Hon. Leonard Dwight Carver. We shall 
ulways cherish the memory of his friendly spirit, of 
his inspiring leadership, of his rare efficiency as 
state librarian, and of his enthusiastic devotion to 
the general library interests of the state 

m the bereaved wife and daughter our hearts 

tenderest sympathy May they find solace 
f the past and in faith that lays hold 

even on eternal life.” 
ition was also adopted, recommend- 
ing Governor that Ernest W. Emery, 
assistant state librarian, be appointed state 
in, as Mr. Carver’s successor. After 
1al formal expression of thanks for 
welcome and hospitality accorded, 


librari: 


adjourned 


Library Schools and Training 
Classes 


IE LIBRARY OF PITTSBURGH 
ING SCHOOL FOR CHILDREN'S 
LIBRARIANS 

In November Miss Mary McDowell, head 
resident of the University of Chicago Set- 
tlement, Chicago, IIl., visited the school and 
told the students of the work of the Settle- 
ment in the stock yards district of Chicago. 
She dwelt particularly on the characteristics 
of the different nationalities with which the 
workers come in contact, and on the qualities 
essential to doing successful work among 
foreigners 

The month of December brought three reg- 
ular visiting lecturers to the school. On De- 
cember 4 and 5 Miss Lutie E. Stearns gave 
four inspiring talks Her subjects were: 
“The library spirit,” “The library beautiful,” 
“The problem of the girl,” and “The public 
library from the standpoint of the public.” 
On December 14 and 15 Miss Mary Wright 


Plummer, director of Pratt Institute Library 
School, gave two scholarly lectures on “The 
reading of poetry to children,” and “The de 
velopment of the public library.” From De- 
cember 11 to 21 Miss Marie L. Shedlock gave 
a series of ten Jectures to the students 

One of the most interesting events in th« 
history of the training school was the “Teach- 
ers’ evening,” held December 19 in Carnegie 
Music Hall. Invitations were sent to all the 
public and private schools of the city and 
the response from the teachers was very grat 
fying. The program included a lecture on 
“The art of story telling,’ by Miss Shedlock, 
several songs by Miss Christine Miller. of 
Pittsburgh, and the following stories told by 
Miss Shedlock: “The giant and the jack 
straws,” “The wolf and the kids,” “Hafiz, the 
stonecutter,” and “The selfish giant.” 

[he training school was most pl 
remembered at Christmas time by Miss Hei 
ins, who sent as a gift for the school referenc 
library three old-time children’s books: “R 
lo’s Museum,” by Jacob Abbott; Berquin's 
“Children’s friend,” vol. 1, and “Merry’s mu 
seum,” vols. 1-4 This gift was especially 
appreciated by the school as coming from one 
who was a pioneer in library work with chil 
dren, and who is always doing much for 
development. 
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NEW YORK STATE LIBRARY S( 

Mr. Frank P. Hill lectured before 
school Dec. 14 and 15 on “The effect 
brary training,” “Branch libraries,” 
administration.” 

Miss Mary E. Hawley, of q 
Library, spent a few days at the sch 
November, and told the students of 
periences in European libraries and 
attendance upon the annual meetin; 
Swiss Library Association, where sh 
only woman present. 

The junior class has organized 
following members as officers: Mr 
Hadley, president; Miss Janet Nunt 
tary and treasurer 

The examination in elementary cl 
tion was held on Dec. 21 

The members of Mr. Eastman’s class 
brary buildings have visited and reporte 
several libraries in the vicinity of Albany 

Mrs, Fairchild’s many friends will be giad 
to hear of her continued improvement 

Miss Bacon holds a senior seminar every 
Friday for the examination of new library 
material received by the state library, hearing 
of library news and discussion of practical 
questions of administration. The following 
subjects have been taken up: 

Oct. 13. Frank K. Walter, How far should a 
public library supply the needs of 
a college situated in its own 
town? 

Oct. 20. Miss Anne T. Eaton, Is a children’s 
room desirable in a small library 
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Oc Miss Sophie K. Hiss and Miss Es- 
ther Nelson, How far should the 
public in a public library and the 
students in a college library have 
access to the shelves? 
Miss Mabel E. Leonard, Do de- 
mands upon our library 
imaginary one) require the 
opening of a newspaper room? 
Francis L, D. Goodrich, Librarian 
for an appropriation of at 
least $100 for buying ornamental 
objects to increase the attractive- 
ness of the library 
‘rank K. Walter, Francis L. D 
Goodrich, Arthur T. Rider, Li- 
braries for men. Discussion of 
editorial in Independent for June 
15, 1905. Is the case truly stated ? 
If so, what can be done t 
the situation? 
Nov. 24. Miss Helen M 
trons be 


than 


Nov. 3. 
made 
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Nov 10. 
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Thomas, 
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open from 7.50 a.m 
six days 2 week. 
r of the library school has been 
granted four months leave of absence for 
general study and travel. During her ab 
sence Miss Mabel Mcllvaine, of the Newberry 
Library, Chicago, and Miss Elizabeth Greene, 
B.L.S., 05, will be added to th faculty and 
staff. Miss McIlvaine has had 15 years’ ex- 
perience in library work, beginni under Dr. 
Poole Her special experience fits her to 
teach book-making and the senior seminar, 
which will be devoted to cataloging problems 
ind a cataloger’s vocabulary of foreign t 
In the library she will strengthen the collec- 
tion of political science continuations. Miss 
Greene will help in the reference department 
Miss Simpson will teach advanced 
economy. Miss Howe will have the 
extension seminar 

From January to 
son will be acting 
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The Zentralblatt fiir Bibliothekswesen, De- 
cember, 1905, cites a report by A. Aulard, in 
La Révolution Francaise, September, 1905, on 
changes introduced, or determined upon, in 
the Bibliothéque Nationale, Paris. They are: 
1. The home circulation of duplicates. 2. The 
extension of hours of opening in the reading 
room. 3. Quicker service. No. 2 implies an 
extension of half-an-hour at certain times of 
the year, when daylight permits, there being 
no electric light. The wait for books is to 
be reduced from one hour to 15 or 20 minutes. 
Still another German library has moved, this 
time that of Heidelberg University, and again 
the details of moving are given in the Zen- 
tralblatt, to the possible profit of those con- 
templating a like “move.” The fuil cost was 
5000 marks, including expense of cleaning the 
books by means of a vacuum-cleaner. The 
work was well planned beforehand, and there- 
fore easy to carry out 


LOCAL 
Brooklyn (N. Y.) P. L. On Dec. 15 it was 


decided at a conference of Mayor McClellan. 
Martin W. Littleton, borough president of 
Brooklyn, and Michael J. Kennedy, park com- 
missioner of Brooklyn, to approve the pro- 
posed Prospect Park plaza site for the main 
building of the Brooklyn Public Library. The 
formal resolution adopted was as follows: 
Pursuant t 
of Chapter 
designate and set 


the authority vested in us by virtue 
ss3 of the Laws of 1905, we hereby 
apart as a site for the Brooklyn 
Public Library that portion of the lands bounded 
by Eastern Parkway, Washington avenue, town of 
Flatbush and Flatbush avenue, lying between the 
Prospect Hill reservoir, the Eastern parkway, Flat 
push avenue and Prospect Park plaza, Borough of 
Brooklyn, City of New York 

Dated, December 15, 1905 


Geo. B. McCLettan, 


Mayor. 
Martin W. Littteron, 
President Borough of Brooklyn. 
Micuart J. Kennepy, 


Commissioner of Parks, Borough of Brooklyn. 


A statement was also given out by Mr. 
Littleton, with the approval of the other mem- 
bers, which says in part: 

“The consideration of the site on the park 
plaza having been had by eminent and techni- 
cal experts, their report was substantially a 
recommendation of the committee for the 
adoption of this park plaza site. These ex- 
perts were Professor Hamlin, of Columbia 
University, selected by the library trustees; 
Frederick Law Olmsted, Jr., employed by the 
Brooklyn League, which is opposed to the 
site: and Messrs. Carrere & Hastings, em- 
ployed by the committee, and it is remarkable 
that all three should have concurred in the 
general result.” 

At the December meeting of the directors, 
the president of the board was authorized 
to appoint a committee of seven to carry out 
the plans for the central building 


Camden (N. J.) F. P. L. William H. Ket- 
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ler, the librarian, sends further information 
regarding the Boys’ Reading Fraternity, de- 
signed to encourage the reading of non-fiction 
books, and asks that librarians throughout the 
state co-operate with him in its extension 
Although only one month old, he states that 
the association has had a marked effect upon 
the quantity of fiction read by the boys pa- 
tronizing the Camden library. The fraternity, 
as already noted, is to be composed of “chap- 
ters,” and Roosevelt Chapter, no. 1, of Cam- 
den, has a president. a vice-president, a sec- 
retary, an inside guard, an outside guard, a 
chaplain, and an executive board of five mem- 
bers. The president and vice-president are 
young men, while the secretary and the ex- 
ecutive chairman and executive secretary are 
high school students Roosevelt Chapter 
meets, in business session, once a month, and 
only members who display their membership 
cards to the guards are admitted. At this 
business meeting arrangements are made for 
an open meeting, or entertainment, one night 
a month, to which each member brings his 
father or next male relative. The boys them- 
selves do the entertaining, and have displayed 
talent which, probably, would not have come 
to light but for the boys’ ambition to display 
their abilities before the men. At the busi- 
ness meeting every boy is urged to “stand 
up and say something,” even if it is only a 
question. The chapter has a few simple 
forms, one of them being the rising of the 
boys at two taps of the gavel and reciting 
their obligation in concert and with the right 
hand raised. 


Clarinda (Ja.) F. P. L. The library was 
formally opened on the evening of Dec. 5, 
1905. Nearly 400 persons have agreed to pay 
$1 a year toward the maintenance fund, and 
the librarian has the aid of volunteer assist- 
ants. About $2000 have been subscribed to 
the book fund, of which nearly $1500 have 
been expended for books and $60 for maga- 
zines and periodicals. 


Covina (Cal.) Carnegie L. The library 
building was opened to the public on the ev- 
ening of Dec. 4, 1905, when a large reception 
was held. It cost $8000. 


District of Columbia P. L., Washington 
(8th rpt.—year ending June 30, 1905.) Added 
11,322; total 73.045 Issued, home use, 
353.403, of which 2684 were drawn from the 
Neighborhood House and 821 from the high 
schools, an increase of 75,308 vols. over the 
preceding year; “the percentage of fiction in 
the entire circulation dropped from 83.7, as 
reported in 1903-4, to 71.8.” New cards is- 
sued, 10,614; total registration 38,77 Visi- 
tors to reference room, 74,296, to whom were 
16,338 not on the 


issued vols reference 


shelves 
An interesting and comprehensive report, 


showing growth in use and in activities. 
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There. is opportunity for still larger develop- tl yf the library with 
ment through branches in the schools, vaca is in prospect, but there is every ¢ 
tion school libraries and home libraries, and of ins ito the closest co-operatiy 
the utilization of like agencies Urgent i h th oO as fast as funds f 
recommendation is made for increased funds ne and assistants will permit.’ 
for books and for assistants, erection of the chers’ ice library 1s rranees I 
Carnegie branches, and extension of th ‘ ’ I] 
school circulation plan to reach police and fire pen t ichers, and in which 
stations, manutactories, institutions, etc. The 1 fine tion of text book 
estimates presented for the year 1905-6 call i arious grades, all of 
for appropriations of $66,280 instead of th¢ ntributed by publishers 
former $39,120, t inct es being mainl in operation during the y 
for salaries and additions to the fore« : I 
[The marked rease in fiction percentage 
of circulation has been brought about in part juality 
by the display of a proportion of books in Of books adde« 
other classes in the open shelf room. About in active demand 
two or three thousand non-fiction books are or highly special: 
now displayed regularly, two or three classes garded as within 
being displayed for two or three months and t Congress or 
then replaced by other classes. “It has been het necessity 
interesting to watch the increased circulation pecially of m 
of the classes brought into the open-shelf and scientific 
rcom. History and travel were brought out nical books 
about October 1, and the circulation of this the ws 
group in October was almost double that of discontinued, and since 
September. This increase kept up throughout sions register has been kept 


the year, even though a selection only of filed numerically his change 


books from this class was kept on open reduced the work of accessioning, 
shelves after December lhe bringing of the the majority of cases the order s! 
literature classes out caused the circulation in have to be rewritten.” 
December to be more than three times what Much has been done to sprea 
it was in September. Books on science and of the library by the issue of spec 
useful arts were brought out in January, and bulletins, and by newspaper art 
the circulation of these classes was at once mnouncements of new books; as well 
more than double that of the previous month. special exhibitions, such as that of books 
[he demand for these important classes has table for Christmas gifts 
been so persistent that it seemed wise to leave An apprentice course was begun in January, 
them on the open shelves for a more extended i905, intended only for candidates 
period. This experience points to the need for positions in the library, who 
a larger open-shelf room, in which a selec high-school graduates, who pass an 
tion of from 15,000 to 20,000 of the best books tion conducted by the hbrary, and 
in the library may be always available.” pear to have the requisite persona 

Home circulation of current periodicals, The plan adopted provides that 
adopted in January, 1905, has proved popular, positions (those paying annual 
from one to ten copies of 15 magazines (75 $600 and upward) should, unless 
copies in all) being taken for this purpose motion, be filled by candidates who ar 
ind kept in circulation four months The and library school graduates ; 
luplicate pay collection also continues its positions (under $600), unles d 
popularity No formal guarantee system is motion, should he filled by candid 
enforced for borrowers, the city directory have served in this apprenticeship 
being taken as main authority for a borrow- details of the various departments 
er’s responsibility The age limit has been pended reports of their 
reduced from 12 to 10 years, and Mr. Bower 
man recommends that it be entirely removed, 
and that cards be issued to any child who can Gloversvills (N. Y.) F. 1 
fill out and sign his application. In the chil library building was formally 
dren’s room the circulation was 73,973, a gain afternoon of Thursday, Dec 
of 25,675 over the previous year; of the fic exercises were held at the 
tion percentage of 67.38, I5 per cent. was_ tional Church The chief 
fairy tales. In co-operation with the Audu-  livered by W. E. Park, for 
bon Society a series of four talks on birds leading clergyman of Gloversy 
was given in the lecture hall in April, and speakers included Rev. Dr. Cords, o 
it is recommended that a series of Saturday Baptist Church, and Wil 
lectures or talks on popular scientific subjects state library inspector 
be arranged for the next season. “Most of gratulation was read tro 


¢ 
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Che new building, for which Mr. Carnegie 
gave $50,000, was described and illustrated 
in these columns at the time the plans were 
accepted and cons work begun (L 
J., 29:140-141) 

Formal rati- 
agreement 
and the Historical So- 

ids, whereby the funds 

is their books and other 

over to the library, the 

ct for the purchase of 

relating to Michigan 

amount to nearly $1600, 

lding an income of about $00 a 
for the present the expenditure 
ncome will probably not exceed 


Grand Rapids (J 
fication has b t the 


betw 


trom 
$so 1 vear 
nother-incident of importance is the ratifi- 
contract between the library 
board of education, whereby 
bran will be gradually established 
in the public school buildings throughout the 
sity. The school board will furnish and equip 
a large room, with an outside entrance in such 
of the buildings as may be agreed upon by 
the two boards; they will also furnish heat, 
light, and janitor service Che library will 
furnish the books, periodicals and the librar- 
ian, and keep the room open for library pur- 
not less than four hours each week- 
day, nor more than twelve hours, as may be 
] upon. In a new school building 
which will be ready next September, the li- 
brary will have a room equipped to seat from 
75 to 100 readers, with tables specially 
adapted for children. In addition, the board 
of education gives the library the right to 
conduct a series of evening lectures in the 
school buildings at such may be 
agreed upon by the two boards. This plan, 
lieved, will enable the library to ex- 
ts usefulness throughout the city at a 
f expense The library rooms 
to shelve 2000 or 3000 vol- 
is the purpose of the library board 
if possible, one or two new 
these school buildings each year 
city is well covered. There are 
w some 35 school buildings in the city and 
these are so located as to be convenient 
for branch libraries. 
recent meeting of the city council, 
is taken transferring to the library 
s not needed by the municipality 
j f the new city 


cation of the 
board and the 


h libraries 


poses 


determined 


times as 


it is be 


tend 


uppec 
ppe 


rs, etc ot 
charter and ali ther municipal docu- 
ments for exchange with other cities 
throughout the country. It is hoped to 
build up in this way a collection of munici- 
pal documents that will be of value and of in- 
terest both to city officials and to the public 
generally. This action practically makes the 
library the center for handling all city publi- 
cations that go outside of the city. There 
a large number of clubs, churches, and 


are 
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other organizations that are studying. munici- 
pal government and all its various problems, 
and the library authorities believe that a col- 
lection of first-hand will be of im 
mense value to all persons interested in such 
things and in fostering a pride and interest in 
the city’s progress and welfare. 


Hatboro (Pa.) Union L. The 150th anni 
versary of the establishment of the library 
was observed on the afternoon of Dec. 14, 
when a large reception was held and historical 
and literary addresses were delivered. ‘The 
library dates back to 1755, the first meeting 
having been held on July 19 of that year. The 
first annual meeting held on Nov. 1, 
1755. Many of the earlier purchases of books 
were made in London, and imported directly, 
and in 1768 the library contained 200 works 
in 461 volumes, In 1787 the library was incor- 
porated. It then contained 620 volumes. A 
substantial library building, which it still oc- 
cupies, was erected in 1849, the fund for its 
erection having been bequeathed by Nathan 
Holt of Horsham, who died during the pre- 

] 


vious year, leaving nearly $6000 to the library 


sources 


was 


Louisville (Ky.) F. P. 1 Che opening of 
the Portland branch in December marked the 
fifth branch or department to be opened dur- 
ing the year just closed Che order of the 
openings was as follows: Highland branch, 
in January; main building, in May; Colored 
branch, in September; children’s department, 
in October; Portland branch, in December 
A summary of the year’s work shows $15,900 
worth of books purchased and over 16,000 
vols, cataloged. ‘There are 790,451 vols. in the 
library, and the circulation for the calendar 
year to Nov. 30, was 137,787 

At the Portland branch an experiment 
tried, in throwing open the building, wi 
14,000 volumes, to the public for imspecti 
and the registration of prospective me 
a week before the books were ready for issue 
This resulted in an advance registration of 
325. The branch is open trom 2 to 9 p.m 

Che library has issued the Newark list of 
“A thousand of the best novels” as a special 
bulletin, at five cents a copy It 
lished a list of ymmmended for 
Christmas gifts, to supplement the exhibition 
of such books held in the children’s depart 
ment from Dec. 4 to 25 

Nashville (Tenn.) Carnegie L. A 
of six free lectures has been arranged, to be 
given in January, February and March. It 
is also planned to make a story-hour a feature 
of the work with children, giving stories, and 
travel talks with stereopticon illustrations. 


New Orleans (La.) P. L. 
meeting of the directors it was announced 
that the first prize for the main Carnegie 
library building had been awarded to Debol! 
& Owen, of New Orleans. In the secondary 
competition for branch libraries the first prize 


was 


also pub 


books rece 


series 


At the November 
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her application referred to a committee for investi- 
gation, and this too notwithstanding a protest signed 
by over soo of our citizens had been presented to 
the board praying for the retention of Miss Van 
Buren 

Therefore, we, the undersigned citizens of Owa- 
tonna, inviting the members of the library 
board, and especially those members of board 
who are responsible for this action to apppear before 
a public meeting of our citizens at the Court Hous« 
n Monday evening, Dec. 11, at 8 o'clock, there 
t make known the reasons for their action, to 
the end that the general public may be in possession 
of the facts and reasons upon which such action 
was based We consider this due to the members of 
the board, whose course is now severely criticized, 
members are 


unite in 
said 


and to the public whose servants these 


The meeting, held at the time announced, 
was attended by an audience that taxed the 
capacity of the court house to the utmost. 
Hon. John L. Gibbs, ex-Lieutenant Governor, 
was elected chairman. Of the members of 
the library board only the four were present 
who had voted for Miss Van Buren’s re-elec- 
tion, and in response to roll call by the chair 
each of the four stated briefly the reasons for 
his action. Hon. L. L. Wheelock, chairman 
of the library board said that he had voted 
for the re-election of the librarian, first be 
cause from his long service on the board he 
deemed her especially efficient; second, be- 
cause of her high reputation as a librarian 
throughout the state; third, because over 500 
citizens had petitioned for her re-election; 
fourth, because he did not know of any other 
candidate for the place until five minutes be- 
fore the vote was taken 

An address was made by Hon. W. R 
Kinyon, who recited the facts regarding the 
preparation and preservation of the petition, 
and regarding its reception by the board said 
in part: “It seems to me such an action was 
uncourteous, unkind and unfair. It certainly 
was unexpected that any man or men would 
treat neighbors and friends with such disre- 
spect This is a public library. It is our 
library. The directors are appointed to carry 
out the public wishes, not to enable them 
to avenge either real or fancied wrongs, if any 
such they have. We have respectfully re- 
quested them as our agents and servants 
to retain in office our present librarian. All 
the sentiment, so far as I know, that has 
been expressed among the people, was in 
favor of her retention. We asked nothing 
but that of right belonged to us. Our re- 
quest has been unheeded and ignored. From 
this point, the question of who shall be librar- 
ian, to me at least, is a minor one. They 
have by their action thrust upon us another 
question of vastly more importance. That 
is, the question whether we have the right to 
petition our officers whom we have placed 
in charge of our public business, and express 
to them our desires and wishes. If we have 
this right, then it is the duty of the officers 
sO petitioned to give to our requests full and 
careful consideration, else the right is use- 


ess 
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“I wish to state that the directors of our 
library board are all men whom I have known 
for years, have respected them and been giad 
to call them friends. I would not knowingly 
do injustice to any one of them. Their pri 
vate life has been honorable, so far as | 
know, and I can hardly believe that they would 
after due consideration and careful thought 
insult and ignore their constituents. I shall 
at least solace myself with the thought that 
their action was the result of haste and with 
cut giving much thought to the results. But 
the fact still remains that in their offici 
position the people feel that the majority ot 
this board have ignored their request and mis 
represented those they were appointed to 
serve. It seems to me that under the cir 
cumstances the greatest service they can d 
the people now is to resign.” 

After addresses by other speakers a com 
mittee on resolutions was appointed, which 
later presented a set of vigorous resolutions, 
setting forth the excellent work done by Miss 
Van Buren as librarian for the past three 
years, the expressed desire of the citizens for 
her retention, and the action taken by the 
library board, and requesting the library 
board “at once to call a_ special meet 
ing for the purpose of rescinding their ac 
tion.” The resolutions were adopted and a 
general executive committee of 15 members 
was elected, with power to appoint other 
committees, to call other meetings, and to rep- 
resent the citizens before meetings of the 
library board and before the city council and 
mayor. 

On the following day a brief public state 
ment was made by the five members of the 
library board concerned, asking “for a public 
investigation of the Owatonna Free Public 
Library by the proper authority, that the true 
state of affairs may be made known to the 
public.” To this one of the members added 
a protest that the details of a vote by ballot 
should have been “made public by an indi 
rect and unjust mode of proceeding.” 

The latest development in the situation was 
the withdrawal by Miss Sabin of her accept 
ance of the position to which she had been 
elected. This withdrawal was sent upon 
learning more fully of the local conditions, 
and as a result the position of librarian is 
now left vacant. Miss Van Buren is a gradu 
ate of the Pratt Institute Library School, class 
of 1902, and was elected president of the 
Minnesota State Library Association at its 
recent meeting in October, 1905. 

Raleigh (N. C.) Olivia Raney L. (5th rpt. 
—year ending Nov. 30, 1905.) Added by 
purchase 264; total 7267. Issued, home use 
28,315 (fict. 18,838; juv. fict. 5447), of which 
21,186 were drawn by adults. Registration 
3063. Receipts $2801.65; expenses $2685.96 


San Francisco (Cal.) Mercantile L. On 
Dec. 8 the question of continuing the library 
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or merging ith the Mechanics’ itute attracti children’s room: 
or Public libraries was submitted to ballot oy ment are n wspaper room, 
the members result was in favor n brat taff. unassigned spac 
solidation with the Mechanics’ Institut eating space 
brary. Of the 620 members 346 ve ° the build: 
favoring consolidation with the Mechan ; 
Institute, 128 favoring independent continua 

tion, and 5 favoring consolidation wit] 

Public Library At a special meeting 

members « | *hanics’ Institut 

Dec. 20, 

41 to cons 

Associati 

into a new 

the name t ¥ 

Institute, but of 1 ie library shall be nn and 

known and t tics’ Professor H 

Mercantile Librar he acti take usiasm am 

in the shape of the adoption of the rep 
the special conference committee recomm 
ing the proposed consolid 


remains 


CC llecti n 
by Presider 
in add 


lation 
By the terms of the agreement the 
tile Library Association will be merged into 
the Mechanics’ Institute. Its members will ; 
be awarded life membership, and wili enjoy YET) ir to superv! 
all the rights and privileges of the Mechanics’ ©! the collection, under tr 
Institute Its assets, consisting of $26,000 
in cash, real estate worth $3000, per 
sonal property valued at $10,000, and &o,000 
volumes, will be turned into the new corpora- ; 
; , , state, with free instructiot 
tion, which will assume its liabilities, at pres . é ‘ : 
applicants, has Started its sec 
ent nominal 1 “egg : 
, , , eo cessfully. Necessarily the class is s . 
Immediately after the adjournment of the ; 9 : «- 
2 5 . eos ing to the rules of the library restricting th 
special meeting the board of trustees of the ’ 
Institute, empowe red to take all the necessary 
steps to perfect the consolidation of the two 
corporations, met in session. It was voted to 
y AE hI : ’ ’ 2 by the state, and the number to be enr 
immediately publish the required legal notice ; eer , ' 
, , - , in each class enlarged to 20. Aside from 
of intention of consolidation, to obtain from " 
j , - , heads of the various departments of the stat 
the Mercantile Library Association a verified  ,., ’ , Q ' 
, eth : library, who, under the ruling of the librariar 
statement of its financial condition and 1 J ’ 
must be graduates with three years 
then adopt the proper resolutions, already no 
prepared, containing the consolidation agree- ; 
ment and ratified by the signatures of the 
president and secretary of each corporation 
and of three-fifths of the members of the 
boards of trustees 


Mercan take charge of the 
tion Berkeley 


at I l 
four years will probably d 


t sing 


and making it fu 
ta State L., Rich 
school, operated under the 


membership to ten; the course covers a 
of two vears. During the coming Assemb! 
certificates of graduation will be author: 


ntments made 


plication 

Spokane (Wash.) P. I The handsome hundred pet 
Carnegie building was opened with formal ex- [Thirty tray 
ercises on the evening of Dec. 18, when aa- established fron 
dresses were made by the mayor, Mrs. Es- and the coming A 
telle Deffenbaugh, the librarian, and Charles propriate 
Wesley Smith, librarian of the Seattle Public — stations 
Library. The building, which cost $85,000, railroads 
is two-storied with a high basement and an in Virgin 
entrance supported by Ionic columns. A mar- libraries { ( to and from 
ble-lined vestibule gives entrance tc the de office i mond, the cost of operating 
livery hall, extending up to the roof and system will be materially lessened 
lighted by skylight At the rear is a two Another ul f the library’s w 
storied stack room, one tier only being im- the preparati students for inter-col 
stalled at present, with a capacity of 75,000 debates, and the furnishing to any citizen 
volumes. On this floor also are a women’s the state any authority needed to complet. 
reading room, reference room, study room, special study, upon having his or her appl 
general reading room, librarian’s office, and tion countersigned by the superintendent 
cataloging room rhe second floor gives ac- the public schoo! f any county or st 


commodations for the trustees’ room and an Every school tea in the state is also 
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lowed to use the books of the state library 
for home study 


Washington County F. L., Hagerstown, 
Md. (4th rpt—year ending Oct. I, 1905.) 
Added 1928; total 15,832. Issued, home use, 
from central lib., 60,317 (fict. 69 per cent.) ; 
county circulation 20,917, an increase of 5129 
over the preceding year. Total registration 
5970 

Chere are now 66 deposit stations estab- 
lished in the county, from which 14,962 vols. 
have been distributed with a circulation of 
20,917. A “library wagon” was started on the 
work of distribution through the county in 
April; it has made 31 trips, covering an aver- 
age of 30 miles a day, and has distributed 1008 
books. “To be a success there can be no hur- 
rying from house to house, but each family 
must be allowed ample time for selection. 
It was found that comparatively little use 
could be made of this method of reaching 
the country people through the three hot 
months of summer, for the farmers were 
too busy to devote much time to reading. 
but the spring and fall have been periods of 
activity. If we had the means at our com- 
mand we could profitably keep a man busy 
with the wagon all the time. Three trips a 
week are absolutely necessary to cover the 
territory and more could be made to ad- 
vantage.” + 

\ list of the books distributed from the li- 
brary wagon during one day gives an idea of 
the general good quality of the literature read. 

[he children’s room at the main librarv 
has had an attendance of 20,627 and a circu- 
lation of 16,546 volumes [he story-hour 
has been continued, a Christmas tree was a 
feature of Christmas week, and bulletins and 
pictures have been largely used to awaken 
interest in books. Three stereopticon. lectures 
for children have been given. Graded lists of 
books have been sent to the county schools, 
and the demand for books has exceeded the 
supply 

“An offer has been made to supply each 
minister in the town and county with an 
author catalog of cards printed by the Li- 
brary of Congress, embracing the books 
which a clergyman would use as tools of his 
trade. This would cover the recent books 
in the departments of religion, ethics, relig- 
ious biography and certain lines of philoso- 
phy. It is proposed to send this catalog free 
to any clergyman who will deposit $: with the 
librarian, this sum to be used in mailing cards 
of future additions in these classes. Thus 
far, six clergymen have signified a desire to 
avail themselves of this offer.” 


Watertown, N. Y., Flower Memorial L. 
A department for the blind has been estab- 
lished, with a nucleus of 17 books in raised 
point type. If there proves to be any demand 
for these books it is proposed to add to the 
collection. 





FOREIGN 


Bohemia. Ceska Osveta, published at Novy, 
Bydzov by L. J. Zivny, and devoted to the 
promotion of public libraries and educational 
extension, opens its latest number (vol. 2, no 
3) with illustrations of the children’s rooms 
of the Milwaukee and Los Angeles public ii- 
braries. Its contents include “Notes on litera- 
ture for children,” by H. Promyk; “Reading 
in the national schools,” by V. Benes; “Some 
words about the relation and co-operation of 
the free library and the school.” by J. Dont 
The foreign subscription rate to the periodical 
is 5s. yearly. 


Denmark, Library progress in In Novem- 
ber a library association for a Danish popular 
library was formed, through the efforts of 
Dr. A. S. Steenberg, of Horsens, who has 
done so much of the development of library 
interests in Denmark. State aid has aiso been 
granted to school libraries for children and 
teachers, and Dr. Steenberg has perfected 
plans for a national library exhibition, the 
first to be held in Denmark. 


se Gifts and Bequests 


Andover, Mass. By the will of the late 
Mrs. Helen G. Coburn, of Boston, a bequest 
of $25,000 is left to the town of Andover for 
a library and memorial hall. 








Ballston Spa. On Dec. 29 the village au- 
thorities accepted the offer of Mrs. Helen M. 
Knickerbacker, of New York, and her son, 
William H. Knickerbacker, of Ballston Spa, 
to erect a public library building as a gift to 
the town. The building is to cost $30,000, and 
the village is required to appropriate $600 
a year for its support. The donors also agree 
to endow the library with a sufficient sum 
for maintenance, in addition to the required 
appropriation 

Jamestown, N. Y. James Prendergast F. L 
By the will of the late Eliah F. Hall, of 
Jamestown, a bequest of $1000 in cash is left 
in trust to Miss Mary E. Hazeltine, librarian 
of the Prendergast Library, “to apply the 
same to the purchase and presentation of 
books to the Prendergast Free Library, of 
Jamestown, such books as she may think I 
would prefer for that purpose.” Hr. Hall, 
who was a native of Jamestown, and had 
long practiced law in New York City, retired 
from professional life some years ago and 
returned to Jamestown, where he spent much 
of his time in the library. He was particu- 
larly interested in political science, and from 
time to time gave books for the development 
of this department. His trust fund wil! 
probably be devoted to the yearly addition 
of books in this class. 

Wesleyan University L., Middletown, Ct 
An important addition to the collection has 
been made by the acquisition of the library of 
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the late James Cooke Van Benschoten, for 39 
rofessor of Greek in the university 

ction, consisting of 3300 bound vol 
many pamphlets and numbers of 
has been purchased by friends of 
at a cost of $1500 and pre- 
Its especial strength 
slassical periodicals, editions of 
on Greek art, and 
New Testament 
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periodicals, 
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books dealing with the 
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works 


Kan. Dec., $10,000 


Territory. Dec. 9, 1905 


Dec. 1, $10,000 
Canada) P. L. Dee. 5, 1905 
making a total of $20,000 


1905, 
Ont., 
idditional, 
Practical Wotes 

( Described 
Office, 


FOR BINDERS 
in Official Gazette of U. S 


November 28, 119:1107.) il 


LOOSE-LEAF 
Patent 
1905 


CLOTH AS A BOOK-BINDING MATERIAL.—In 
the state library, where the chief object of 
binding is durability and preservation, we 
look helves in the stack room and 
time alone can teach. 
is clear, that 

except the 


b ) »*kbind- 


look along the she 
obs ns that 


1 
} 


rve the Ss 
Upon our shelves t 
no leather of 

t expensi morocco is fit 


us one lesson 
manutactut 
apparent th he poorest 
ith vy outlast any 
st expensive | even a Six 
1 will outlast the larger portion of 
ther used in bookbinding. State docu- 
ound in five-cent muslin twenty-five 
are now in better condition and 
than similar volumes bound in so 
sheep five years ago 
e library has discontinued the use 
le entirely except in continuations of 
sets well advanced in leather and when leather 
ntinuations high- 
Except in these continua- 
tions, which are few, we use two grades of 
cloth, the heavier called duck or canvas, and 
the lighter quality commonly known as buck 
ram, or art canvas, however these terms 
vary with the user. There is a yet lighter 
grade of goods commonly called art vellum, 
which we have used but little, yet I am sure 
it is much superior to leathers of medium 
price. The duck does not take type impres- 
sions in such a manner as to make clear titles, 
and when we use duck we use leather label 
for the title 
I am strongly of the opinion that 
should speedily discontinue al] leather bind- 
ings, and I trust the time may soon come 
when all the states and the national govern- 
ment may entirely quit the use of leather in 
bookbinding. The quality of cl 
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is used in c we use only 


priced morocco 
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cloth 1s 
much cheaper than even the cheapest quality 
of leather. Such cloth as I have mentioned 
above, thirty-eight inches wide, costs but 20 
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cents per yard, while the same surface 

of leather of the most worthless quality c 
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MAN, John 
State Law 


BERR 
of the 
has resigned that position, 
ceeded by Gilson Glasier, of 
Frank B., of Albany, N. Y., 

1905, appointed law librarian o! 
New York State Library, succeeding the 
late Stephen B. Griswold. Mr. Gilbert 
graduate of Hamilton College, class of 
and was admitted to the bar in Stamfor 
New York, in 1891, where he continued in 
practice for three ye In 1894 he opened 
law offices in Albany in partnership with 
Robert C. Cumming, and in he wa 
pointed to act as attorney for the preparat 
of bills for introduction into the legislature, 
an office which he has since held. | r last 
year he had also a lectures at the Alban) 
Law School 


R > f rr 30 y t libr: 
Library, Madison, 
in which he 


Milwaul 


1Kke¢ 


GILBERT, 
on Dec. 20, 
the 
1S 


irs 


ISQI 


r 
Jurin 


hir 
ill} 


Miss Caroline M., librar 
(Ct.) Public Library, will 
Genoa on Jan. 13 from there 
ence and some of the other Tu 
She will return by the first of May 
Kauta, F. Edward, for the pa 
years assistant in the Library of Congress 
has resigned that position to become cataloge 
and assistant manager of the Merwin-Clay- 
ton Sales Co., New York City 
RANKIN, George W., assistant 
the Fall River ( Mass.) Publi 


HEWINS 
Hartford 


, going 


if 


librarian of 
Library, was 
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on Dec. 9 elected librarian of that library, 
succeeding the late William R. Ballard. Mr. 
Rankin has been connected with the library 
since 1872, and early in 1873 became assistant 
in the cataloging department. He was ap- 
pointed assistant librarian in 1874, having had 
entire charge of the catalog work, and during 
Mr. Ballard’s illness he served as acting li- 
brarian 

Russetii, Miss Louise, librarian of the Car- 
negie Free Library, Alliance, Ohio, has re- 
signed that position to join the staff of the 
Brooklyn (N. Y.) Public Library. On Jan 
1 Miss Harriet Goss, of Cleveland, was 
elected as her successor. Miss Goss was for- 
merly connected with the Cleveland Public 
Library and with the indexing force of the 


H. W. Wilson Co 


Sweet, ~Miss Belle, University of Illinois 
Library School, class of ’o4, and librarian of 
the Clinton (Iowa) Public Library, has been 
appointed librarian of the University of 
Idaho, Moscow 


Wricut, Miss Ruth, formerly assistant in 
the Catalogue Division, Library of Congress, 
has been appointed assistant cataloger in the 
Michigan State Library. 


Wyer, James Ingersoll, Jr., librarian of the 
University of Nebraska, and secretary of the 
American Library Association, was on Dec. 
20, 1905, appointed reference librarian of the 
New York State Library, succeeding Dunkin 
V. R. Johnston, resigned. He later received 
the additional appointment of vice-director 
of the New York State Library School. Mr. 
Wyer is a graduate of the University of Min- 
nesota, and of the New York State Library 
School, class of 1898, and has had charge of 
the University of Nebraska Library since the 
autumn of 1808. He was elected secretary of 
the American Library Association by the ex- 
ecutive board in December, 1902, being re- 
elected at the Niagara Falls Conference in 
1903, and re-elected for a three-year term at 
the St. Louis Conference in 1904. In this po- 
sition he has come into contact with the body 
of library workers throughout the country, 
and his efficient and painstaking work has 
been of great service to the A. L. A. and its 
members. He has been actively interested in 
library affairs in Nebraska, having served con- 
tinuously as president of the state library 
commission, and having been president and a 
leading member of the state library associa- 
tion; and he is well known as a lecturer on 
bibliography and public documents. In 1905 
he acted for four months as special organizer 
and advisory librarian for the Louisville 
(Ky.) Public Library, giving services of great 
value during a difficult period. His enthu- 
siasm, energy, and perseverance have done 
much for the development of library interests 
in his own state, and beyond its borders. 
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Cataloging and Classification 





YounG Men’s CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATIONS 
As the 4th edition of Mr. Cutter’s Rules 
enters Young Men’s Christian Association 
under their names and the A. L. A. Rules 
are to adopt the same plan, it would be d 
sirable if different libraries which have al 
ready accepted this form or intend to do so, 
could arrive at a general agreement on ar 
rangement of the great number of entries 
which are sure to accumulate under this 
heading. The Library of Congress having pré 
viously entered each local Y. M. C. A. branch 
under the name of the place is now about to 
change its entries in order to conform to th 
Theology and church 
recataloged, com 


above mentioned rules 
history not having been 
paratively few entries are as yet represented 
in the new catalog. These have been ar- 
ranged in the following tentative order: 

I. Young Men’s Christian Associations (t 
stand for the publications of the Young Men’s 
Christian Associations of North America and 
other general publications which cannot be 
provided for under II.). Special subdivisions 
to be made for General Secretaries Confer 
ences, International Committee, etc. 

II. Local associations as follows: 

Y. M. C. Associations, Ann Arbor, Mich 
ee ws Buffalo, N. Y. 
bs ™ Coigate University, 
Hamilton, N. Y 
Columbia University 
London 
Louisville, Ky. 
New York (City) 
New York (State). 
South Carolina 
etc., etc 

Note.—Under each local association subdi 
visions are provided, e¢. g.: 

Y. M. C. Association, New York (City), 
Army Committee 

Association, New York (City), 
Library Committee 

Y. M. C. Association, New York (City), 
Railroad Branch. 

The use of the plural in al! cases, the oc- 
casional omission of a part of the name, and 
a failure to group together all publications 
of a given department (Railroad, Student, 
Colored men’s, etc.), general as well as local, 
is admittedly a somewhat arbitrary proced- 
ure. It had seemed to me, however, that the 
simpler arrangement which is thus attained 
would offset these shortcomings 

The undersigned is anxious to learn from 
librarians or catalogers who may have had 
occasion to take up this question whether the 
arrangement as outlined above is likely to 
prove satisfactory when applied to a large 
number of titles, or, whether a different ar 
rangement has been applied with success to 


a Be 
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a larger body of Y. M. C. A. literature. Any 
suggestions or criticisms which may be of- 
fered will be thankfully received. 
J. C. M. Hanson, 
Chief of Catalog Division, 
Library of Congress 


BIBLIOTHEQUE NATIONALE. Catalogue gén- 
éral des livres imprimés de la Bibliothéque 
Nationale. T. 23. Campbell-Caroz. Paris, 


1905. 8 

[he Brooktyn (N. Y.) P. L. Bulletin for 
December contains a list of books for the 
blind, classed under the different systems of 
line and point print. 


INSTITUT INTERNATIONAL DE BIBLIOGRAPHIE 
Manuel du repertoire bibliographique uni 
versel: Organisation — Etat des travaux 


Régles — Classifications. o11.1(o021). Brus 


sels, 1905. 25% cm. Publication no. 63 

A volume of about 2000 pages, incorporat 
1g the final revision (tables générales refon 
dues)of the classification bibliographique déci 
male, which was originally issued in parts 
1899-1905, as Publication no. 25 of the In 
stitut. Index alphabétique générale, 340 p 
it end 

Bulletin for Decem 
reference list of the 
13 titles 


Che Jouret (//i.) P. L 


ber contains a classed 


library’s “Illinois collection;” only 
re included as Illinois fiction 
LEAGUE OF Liprary CoMMISSIONS. Suggestive 


list of books for a small library, recom 
mended by the League of Library Commis 
compiled by the Wisconsin Free Li- 
Madison, Wis. Part 1 

Books for adults. ssp. O. 

his is a practical, helpful, and well a:- 
ranged list, and should be valuable in all 
small libraries. It gives 1200 titles, books 
most desirable for first purchase being desig 
nated by an asterisk. The introduction by 
Miss Cornelia Marvin, the compiler of the 
list, gives clear, practical advice on selecting 
ordering, receiving and caring for books, with 
suggestions on class numbers, use of printed 
catalog cards, periodical indexes, etc. The list 
is arranged according to the D. C., with class 
number and Library of Congress card number 
in the left-hand column, and price in riglit 
hand column 

The Meprorp (Mass.) P. L. Bulletin has 
issued a number dated February-September, 
1905, containing a reading list on Spain, with 
special reference to Spanish art 


The Osternout F. L. (Wilkes-Barre, Pa.) 
Bulletin for December continues its classed 
reference list on Mohammedanism 


Brooklyn, N 


sions; 
brary Commission 
June, 1905, 


Pratt Institute F. L., 
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Monthly bulletin, December, 1905: Christ 

mas list. 20 p. D 

A classed list, issued in connection with 
the exhibition of Christmas books held at the 
library during December 

The St. Louis (Mo.) P. L. Monthly Bul 
letin for January contains a short reading list 
on Germany 

Bulletin for De- 
bulletin to “The 


(Mass.) P. L 


The SALEM 
cember devotes its 
Celtic revival.’ 

The Seattui ‘ash S & 
December extended 
esting reading list on Christmas, 
Miss Mary Banks 


special 


Bulletin for 
and inter 
prepared by 


contains 


Bibliograpby 


AMUSEMENTS. Chicago P. L 


hie 


door amusements Chi 


1905. 26p. T 

A selected reading list 

Columbia P. L 
Interesting 
a brief list of books 
Washington, D. ( 


BIOGRAPHY District of 


Reference list no. 4: biogra 


phies ; with annotat 


ions December, 1905 
Ss p | 
' 
volumes 
Duff, E. Gordon A 


short notices of 


Lists 57 
Book TRADE century 
of the English book trade: 


bo »kbinders, 


all printers, stationers, and 


others connected with it from the issue of 
the first dated book in 1457 to the incorpor 
ation of the Company of Stationers in 1557 
London, printed for the Bibliographical 
ciety, by Blades, East & Blades, 
26+-200 p. O 
“List of 
XXXi-XXXV 


Czapek, F 


1905 


the principal books quoted,” p 


Botany Biochemie der pflanzen 
2. bd. Jena, 1905. 4 

Bibliographical foot-notes 

Brockhau 


verzeichnis der 


BROCKHAUS PUBLICATIONS. F. A 
Vollstandiges 
Brockhaus in Leipzig 


in Leipzig 
von der firma F. A 
seit dem jahre 1873 bis zu ihrem hunder 


in jah 1905 verlegten 


jubilaum 
alpl 
graphischen und literarhi 


jahrigen 


werke. In betischer fol n bir 


Leipzig, 1905. vi, 459, [1 
This continues the splendi 
1872-75, which covers 
together forming 
great body ot German 


the period 1805-72, the 


rem irkably 


litera 


two volumes 
full record of a 
ture 
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Camprince, Mass. Cambridge P. L. Se- 
lected list of books, pamphlets, etc., relat- 
ing to Cambridge. Cambridge, Mass., De- 

cember, 1905. 32 p. S. 

A classed author list; including also man- 
uscripts (20 entries), and closing with “The 

Cambridge hymn” by Emma_s Endicott 


Marean 
Bibli- 
Cn 
1905, 


CascapeE Mountains. Banks, Mary. 
ography of the Cascade Mountains. 
Vazcama, annual number, December, 
vol, 2, no. 4. Portland, Ore.) 
Includes besides literature dealing with the 

Cascade range in general, that referring to 
individual peaks—Mt. Adams, Mt. Jefferson, 
Mt. Baker, Mt. Hood, Mt. Mazama and Crater 
Lake, Mt. Rainier, the last list including also 
titles of nine poems. In the editorial notes 
of this number readers of Mazama are asked 
to send additions to the bibliography from 
time to time, “as the literature of our snow- 
peaks grows.” 

CervAntes. Henrich, Manuel 
las ediciones del Quijote de Miguel de Cer- 

fac- 


Iconografia de 


vantes Saavedra Reproducci6n en 


simile de las portadas de 611 ediciones, con 


bibliograficas tomadas directamente 


notas 


de los respectivos ejemplares (del afio 1605 


al 1905). Reunido y ordenado cronolégica- 
mente por Manuel Henrich 


por los editores, 


Precedido de 
un homenaje 4 Cervantes, 
Prélogo, por J. Givanel, Génesis del Qui- 
jote, por Martinez Ruiz(azorin). Barcelona, 
Henrich y cia, 1905. 3 v. port., 6o1 facsims. 

26 cm. 

Magnificent publication. Vol. 1 contains 
facsimiles of 233 Spanish and Catalan editions ; 
vol. 2 (facsim, 234-396) French editions; vol. 
3 (307-601) other foreign editions 


Corepopa. Wilson, C. B. North American 
parasitic copepods belonging to the family 
Print. Office, 
Institution 


Washington, Gov 
(Smithsonian 


Caligide. 
1905, 24'2 cm 
publication 1404.) 
Bibliography: pt. 1, p. 
Dante. Lane, W.C. Additions to the Dante 
collection in the Harvard College Library 
(Jn 23d annual report of the 
Dante Society, Cambridge, 1904. 3oston 
[Ginn & Co.] 1905. p. 1-109.) 
Dutcu Literature. Nijhoff, W 
phie de la typographie néerlandaise, 1500- 


666-669. 


( 1898-1904 ) 


Bibliogra- 


Feuilles provisoires Livraisons 
La Haye, 1905. 25 cm 
Erectricity. Whetham, W. C. D 


theory of experimental electricity. 


1540 

13-15. 
The 

Cam- 
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bridge, University Press, 1905. 
(Cambridge physical series.) 
References at end of each chapter. 
Innes, A. D. England 
London, Methuen, 1905 
23 cm. (History of Eng 
ed.: C. W. C. Oman 


XL, 334 P 


SNGLAND. History. 
under the Tudors. 
xix., 481 p., 1 1. 
land . General 
Vol. 4.) 
Bibliography: p. 446-456. 


ENGLISH LITERATURE. Grolier Club. Cata 
logue of original and early editions of some 
of the poetical and prose works of Eng- 
lish writers from Wither to Prior. In three 
volumes. vol. 3. N. Y. (Grolier Club), 


1905. 25 cm. 


. Hand-lists of English printers, 1501-1556 
Part 3: T. Berthelet, J. Butler, J. Herford, 
T. Gibson, J. Nycholson, R. Grafton, J. 
Maylor, T. Raynalde, W. Middleton, R. 
Kele, R. Lant, R. Wolfe; by E 
Duff, R. B. McKerrow, W. W. Gregg, A. 
W. Pollard Blades, E; 
Blades, for the Bibliographical S 
1905. D 


Gordon 
London, 


November, 
Each list is separately paged; pts 
were issued 1895-96 


—. White, Newport J. D. A short c 


of English books in Archbishop 


Dublin, before 


( Bibliographical 


library, printed 


Society, Catalogues 
English books, no. 1.) Printed for 
Bibliographical Society, at the Oxford Uni- 
versity Press, September, 1905. 8+90 p. O 
“As steps towards a complete catalog of 
all the English books printed up to the end 
of the year 1640, it is very desirable that lists 
of the books of this class preserved in college 
and cathedral libraries, and other similar col 
lections, should be compiled and printed 
Che present series is an attempt on the part 
of the Bibliographical Society to encourage 
the publication of such lists.” 


FERMENTATION. Koch, A 
liber die fortschritte in der lehre von den 
13 jahrg. 1902. Leip- 


Jahre sbericht 


garungsorganismen. 
zig, 1905. 8°. 

Grotocy. Wilman, M. 
books, papers and 
geology and mineralogy of South Africa 
London, 1905. 180 p. 


Catalogue of printed 


maps relating to the 


literatur- 
[ Leipzig, 


Deutscher 
[2. jahrg.j 


GERMAN LITERATURE. 
katalog 1905-1906. 
1905.] 4°. 

GERMANY. Biicher- 


History Loewe, V. 
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kunde der deutschen geschichte. Kritischer MATHEMATICS 
wegweiser durch die neuere deutsche his der mathen 


torische literatur. 2. verm. u. verb. aufl 1-2. Berlin, 1905 


? ] ? « > 7-4 m1 
Berlin, Rade, 1905. viii., 131 p MEAT INSPECTION. Ostertag. 
;OVERNMENT DOCUMENTS. Catalogue of the phie der fleischbeschaung. Stuttgart, 1905 


8 


public documents of the fifty-seventh con- XVi 


gress and of other departments of the gov- 


Mexico. Leon, Nicol: ibli Mex 
icana del siglo xvi e rt 2 A-Z 
v. 2 


ernment of the United States, July 1, 1901, 
to June 30, 1903. “Comprehensive index.’ 
Washington, Gov Print. Office, 1905 ; 
1264 p. 29 cm MInervA: Jahrbu 
INcUNABULA. Abbott, T. K. Catalogue of jahrg. 1905-06 
fifteenth-century books in the Library of 
Trinity College, Dublin, and in Marsh’s Li- 
brary, Dublin; with a few from other col 
lections (with illustrations). N. Y., Long 
mans, Green "0., 1905 
pl. O 
JEFFERSON, 
land 
Thom 


worked 

‘ording t 

was tl 

\ Mc( 

irman, app | by the Phy 
. a : tors’ Society of the 

Jan. 1, 1894-Dec. 31, 190; \ibany, Fair meeting in St 

D. 35¢ sents a large amount 


1 


10on 5 


il useful Ss wou 
an author index 


tic n 
mes 


ld, 
the decade end 


its predecessor in 


cove 


Farlane, R. Notes « 
ind observed in the no 
Mackenzie River district, Northwest 


ritories of Canada, with remarks on ex- yal Hist. Soc 
plorers and explorations of the far North ri 3d seri 
Washington, Gov. Print. Office, 1905. 1 Bibliography: p. xxx-xxxiv 


1, 673-764 p. 24% cm. (Smiths n institt Socreties. Annuaire des sociéte 
tion publication 1405.) artistiques et littéraires de Belgique 


Bibliography: p. 762-764 1904-05 Bruxelles, Institut Internat. de 
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19% cm. (Institut In- 
Publication no. 


Bibliographie, 1905 
ternat. de Bibliographie 
66.) 


STENOGRAPHY. Bibliographies stenograph- 
iques prep. par le comité de jonction des 
stenographie. 


Suisse; 


congrés internationaux de 
(Belgique; Suéde; Hollande; 
Pays Yougo-slaves.) Paris, Comité, 1905. 
28 p 
INitTED STATES HISTORY. Writings on Amer- 
ican history, 1903: a bibliography of books 
and articles on United States history pub- 
lished 1903; with some 
memoranda on other portions of America 
Prepared by A. C. McLaughlin, W. A 
Slade, and E. D. Lewis. Washington, Car- 
negie Institution, 1905. xiv, 172 p. 26% cm. 
Continuation of Richardson and Morse’s 
“Writings on American history,” 1902 (re- 
viewed in L. 7., 1904, p. 100-01, 436), which 
was the first serious effort toward the much- 
desired annual bibliography of Americana. 
This volume, while it owes much to its pre- 
decessor, nevertheless marks a distinct ad- 
vance, both in scope and method. The com- 
pilers have confined themselves more strictly 
to the historical field, and excluded much of 
that useless material which’ overloaded the 
earlier work to no purpose. The 3501 entries 
are well classified, with occasional brief an- 
notations and a full author and subject index. 
works York 
relating to woman. (Jn 
L. Bulletin, December, 1905. 


during the year 


Woman. List of in the New 
Public Library 
New York P 
p. 528-584 ) 


Rotes and Queries 








Exnisit or Printinc.—The Society of 
Printers of Boston, devoted to the study and 
development of the art of printing, has pre- 
pared an exhibition illustrative of printing 
to be displayed in the Boston Public Library 
from Jan. 1 to Jan. 29. To explain this ex- 
hibition the society has compiled and pub- 
lished a handbook of about 48 pages, giving 
an interesting outline of the story of the 
printing art. A committee has also been ap- 
pointed to consider the suggestion that from 
this exhibition there may be made a smaller 
one, so mounted as to be easily transported, 
which shall be lent to such libraries as wish 
to display it. Librarians who are interested 
and would like to do so, could probably obtain 
this exhibition, for little if any more than the 
cost of transportation, by writing at once to 
Mr. Henry L. Johnson, secretary of the So- 
ciety of Printers, 4 Joy Street, Boston, Mass. 

C. DANA. 
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STATISTICS OF RE-BINDING.—Having for two 
years had care of the binder’s work for a 
public library, I have gathered a few statis- 
tics in regard to books sent for their first re- 
binding, which may prove interesting to the 
readers of the Lrsrary youRNAL. The records 
for juvenile books were taken from both fic- 
tion and non-fiction, for many juvenile books 
of non-fiction circulate as freely as fiction, es- 
pecially among boys. The adult books were 
fiction alone. It should be said that the li- 
brary in question is an open-shelf library, 
having always a large attendance of readers, 
so that the books, particularly the juvenile, 
receive quite a little wear in addition to their 
use while in circulation. My averages, ob- 
tained from one hundred representative books 
of each class, were as follows: 

Juvenile. Adult. 
Average times circ 

binding 

Average 


1347-100 24% 


purchase price -75¥ac. 82 3-5¢ 


The cost of rebinding varied from about 
35 cents to 50 cents per volume, according 
to size, even when a cheap half buffing bind- 
ing was used. 

Every librarian will add to this considera- 
tion of expense another item, that of the 
labor required to make books ready for the 
binder and to prepare them for circulation 
after their return. It is important also to 
note that the books most in demand are the 
ones which have most often to be withdrawn 
from circulation for rebinding 

What can be done to obviate such a con- 
dition? When I began to gather these sta- 
tistics, we had six Henty books which had 
been in circulation for eight years and one 
for nine years without rebinding. Librarians 
can estimate how many times those Henty 
books must have circulated; book cards and 
dating slips do not last long enough to give 
definite data. They were bound by a well- 
known English binder. These books were 
about to be discarded, not because the bind- 
ing was weak—it was as strong as ever —- 
but because long use had made them abso- 
lutely unsanitary. Results like this show that 
books can be bound to last. I give these few 
notes with the hope that they may aid in 
arousing further discussion of this vital ques- 
tion. Annie M. THAYER. 


BULLETIN ON BOOK BUYING.—The A. L. A 
committee on book buying issues bulletin no. 
19, dated November, in four-page postcard 
form; it also appears in the December A. L. 
A. Booklist. A request is made that libraries 
adding 50 to 200 volumes a year send to the 
committee the following statistics for the last 
library year; total volumes added, divided 
into, 1, new titles; 2, wornout and other re- 
placements; 3, duplicates; also divide total 
into purchases and gifts and the former into 
domestic and imported. These facts will be 
used in a table in a future bulletin. An in- 
dex to the bulletins, nos, 1-19, is given. 
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